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College, graduates throw their
caps injthe air in central Taiwan’s
Taichu'ng City. (Chen Mei-ling)
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Taiwan has implemented a 12-year
compulsory education system since the
2014 school year.

There are 141 universities and colleges
in Taiwan.

Education is an important component of government
policymaking and accounts for a large portion of the budget. With
an increasing emphasis on attaining tertiary education, those with
a technical college or university degree account for 46 percent of
Taiwan’s population aged 15 and above, a 10 percentage point

increase over the past decade.

To offer students a longer period of basic learning, the Ministry of
Education extended compulsory education in Taiwan from nine
to 12 years beginning in 2014. Every year in competitions such as
the International Science Olympiad, young students from Taiwan
win distinctions in biology, chemistry, earth sciences, mathematics
and physics. The talent in Taiwan’s workforce has contributed

tremendously to enhancing economic prosperity and quality of life.
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In 2013, the MOE assumed responsibility for the Sports Affairs SNAPSHOT )

Council as part of the government’s efforts to better promote

sport for all. Taipei hosted the 2017 Summer Universiade, one of

the biggest sporting events ever staged in Taiwan. o

&8 P sV v 8 v Literacy rate (15 or older): 98-9 Z) (2018)
SChOIarShip Programs Outlays for education, science and culture:
Both government and university scholarships are available 2 0_ 9% of central government budget  (2019)

for international students. The Taiwan Scholarship Program,

for instance, offers grants to students who wish to pursue
undergraduate or graduate degrees in diverse fields. Interested Institutions of higher learning: l 5 3
applicants can contact the country’s embassies and representative (141 universities and colleges, 12 junior colleges)

offices or visit the MOE’s website: wwuw.edu.tw.

. . o . Students enrolled in institutions of higher learning:
To encourage international students to learn Mandarin in Taiwan,

the MOE established the Huayu Enrichment Scholarship. This I

Y P rotat: 1«24 million
program enables foreign students to undertake Mandarin courses
at affiliated language training centers around the nation, while
also boosting international awareness and understanding of

Taiwan culture and society.

A list of university Mandarin training centers and information
on learning the language in Taiwan can be found on the websites
of the MOE, Study in Taiwan (www.studyintaiwan.org) and the
Office of Global Mandarin Education (ogme.edu.tw).

Master’s programs: I 68,892

Doctoral programs: 28,] 67 (2018)
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CULTURE

Lin Leng-yuan, owner of Laoyifong
Incense Shop in central Taiwan’s
Changhua County, is one of the few
craftspeople in the nation still making
incense by hand. (Chin Hung-hao)
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Taiwan is the center of the Mandarin
pop music industry.

National Palace Museum in Taipei City
houses one of the largest collections of
ancient Chinese artifacts in the world.

Taiwan is renowned for its fascinating blend of traditional and
modern culture. To showcase the nation’s history and cultural
diversity, museums have been established across Taiwan,
including National Palace Museum, National Taiwan Museum,
National Museum of History, National Museum of Prehistory,
National Museum of Taiwan History, National Museum of
Taiwan Literature and National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts.
Taiwan also has performance venues nationwide, including
National Theater and Concert Hall, National Taichung Theater,
National Kaohsiung Center for the Arts (Weiwuying) and
Taiwan Traditional Theater Center. Traditional architecture
abounds, not only in the country’s magnificent monuments
such as temples and official residences, but also in the many

old structures that have been revitalized for use as community
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centers, cafes, stores and other public spaces. In fact, many
aspects of traditional Chinese arts, crafts and customs are better
preserved in Taiwan than anywhere else. For example, Taiwan is
one of the few places still using traditional Chinese characters,

and calligraphy competitions are always popular events.

Traditional tenets of Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism

continue to be well represented in everything from temple

Hand-painted religious lanterns are the
stock in trade of 150-year-old family
addition, visitors can learn about the heritages of the country’s business Senxing in western Taiwan’s
Yunlin County. (Chin Hung-hao)

celebrations and literature to the visual and performing arts. In

Hakka, Holo and indigenous peoples. Taiwan also shares its
cultural riches throughout the world via programs such as the

Taiwan Academy resource centers.

At the same time, Taiwan’s larger cities are thriving metropolises
that offer 24/7 entertainment options. There are highly regarded
modern dance troupes, as well as a vibrant music scene, which is
hardly surprising as Taiwan is the world capital of Mandopop, or
Mandarin pop music. The local television and film sector has seen
a resurgence in recent years, while the country’s booming cultural
and creative industries are evident in the many designer stores,

markets and exhibitions that are growing in number every year.

From literary arts and folk festivals to the lively atmosphere of
night markets, Taiwan’s traditions are closely intertwined with
everyday life, adding to a thriving culture in which the past gives

vitality and depth to the present.
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flaiwan boasts’one-of.
freest~media"é'nvironmen'ts_ in

Asia® (Huang Ghung-hsin)
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Taiwan ranks second in Asia in the
2019 World Press Freedom Index
released by Reporters Without Borders.

Smartphone ownership reached 92.8
percent in 2018.

The diversity of Taiwan’s media is reflected in the plethora of outlets
and intense competition within the industry. The nation’s press

operates in a media environment that is one of the freest in Asia.

Taiwan was ranked 42nd globally and second in Asia in the 2019
World Press Freedom Index released April 18 by France-based
Reporters Without Borders (RSF). In the survey of 180 countries
and territories, Taiwan trailed South Korea by one place, and
finished ahead of Japan, 67th; Hong Kong, 73rd; Singapore, 151st;
and China, 177th. Norway, Finland and Sweden topped the index,

in that order.

Most types of media are engaged in an industrywide transition to

digital forms of distribution.
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Print editions of magazines and newspapers, including

@ snapsHoT o®

the four major dailies, continue to lose ground to internet
competitors. Drawing on Taiwan’s strengths in information and
communication technologies, e-publishing is injecting fresh

vitality into their development as well as that of the local book Radio
stations
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publishing industry, which released 39,114 new titles last year.

Terrestrial
Digitization of cable television has not only significantly television
= L

. . . . Cable > stations
improved the visual experience of viewers, but also unleashed television 5
more innovative and diverse broadband services. With operators

e . 6 5 Newspaper
digitization virtually completed, cable television has become an publishers

important platform for various multimedia applications.

252 Satellite

broadcasting

providers
DIGITAL TV HOUSEHOLD 112
PENETRATION RATE o . Magazine News (285 channels)

publishers agencies

1,241 32

9 9 ] 9 9 % (2018 statistics)

95.84%
78.92%

Source: Ministry of Culture and National Communications Commission

21.03%

Source: National Communications Commission
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UISITING
TRAIWAN

Art installation “The Blessing of the
Big Fish” is an eye-catching tourist
attraction in southern Taiwan’s Tainan
City. (Courtesy of Tainan City Government)

Citizens of 62 countries and
territories can enter Taiwan visa-
free for 30 or 90 days.

Taiwan has a 24-hour multilingual
travel information hotline
(0800-011-765).

With its unique fusion of cultures, breathtaking scenery,
diverse cuisine, exciting city life and well-developed hospitality
industry, Taiwan is an ideal destination for many types of
travelers. Citizens of 62 countries and territories are eligible

for visa-exempt entry for a period of 30 or 90 days.

In addition to about 1,100 kilometers of conventional railway
lines, Taiwan has a 350-km high-speed rail system along

its west coast. The high-speed trains allow travel between
Taipei and Kaohsiung in 94 minutes. These two cities are also

equipped with state-of-the-art mass rapid transit systems.

Throughout the year, the Taiwan External Trade

Development Council (TAITRA) organizes shows covering
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the entire spectrum of industries. Major venues include the
Taipei World Trade Center’s Exhibition Halls No. 1 and No.
3, Nangang Exhibition Hall as well as Kaohsiung Exhibition

Center in southern Taiwan. For more details, visit www.

taiwantradeshows.com.tw.

General Information for Visitors

The government maintains numerous websites and hotlines to

provide foreign nationals with information about traveling, living

and working in Taiwan.

Website/Hotline

Languages

Taiwan Tourism Bureau
www.taiwan.net.tw

English, French, German,
Indonesian, Japanese, Korean,
Malaysian, Spanish, Thai,
Vietnamese

Travel Information Hotline
0800-011-765 (24 hours)

Mandarin, English, Japanese

National Immigration Agency
www.immigration.gov.tw

Indonesian, Khmer, English,
Mandarin, Thai, Viethamese

Information for Foreigners
Hotline 0800-024-111

24 hours: Mandarin, English,
Japanese

9:00-17:00 on weekdays:
Vietnamese

13:00-17:00 on weekdays:
Indonesian, Khmer, Thai
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A visitor-observes sea creatures
at the National Museum of
Marine Biology.and Aquarium

in southerniTaiwan’s Pingtung
County - (Chin Hung-hao) i 48 e
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Major Festivals & EventQ’

Month Festival/Event*

® o0,

Jan.  New Year’s Eve Celebrations
Feb. Taipei International Book Exhibition
Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival
Yanshui Beehive Fireworks Festival
Taiwan Lantern Festival*™
March Mazu International Festival
(religious pilgrimage)
Hakka Tung Blossom Festival
April  Penghu International Fireworks
Festival
Fulong International Sand
Sculpture Art Festival
May  Lukang Dragon Boat Festival
June  Xiuguluan River Rafting Triathlon
Taiwan International Balloon Festival
July  Taiwan Culinary Exhibition
Yilan International Children’s Folklore &
Folkgames Festival
Aug. Hohaiyan Gongliao Rock Festival
Keelung Mid-Summer Ghost Festival
Sept.  Sun Moon Lake Swimming Carnival
Oct.  Sun Moon Lake Cycling,

Music and Fireworks Festival

Art Taipei
(international contemporary art fair)

National Palace Museum Asian
Art Festival

2019 Penghu Cross-sea Marathon

Sanyi International Woodcarving
Art Festival

Kungshen Wangye’s Salt for Peace
Festival (folk culture)

Asian Bird Watching Fair

Nov.

Taiwan Open of Surfing

Taroko Gorge Marathon

Dec.

Taipei Marathon

Chiayi City International Band Festival

*For more information, visit the Tourism Bureau’s
website at eng.taiwan.net.tw
**The Taiwan Lantern Festival is held in a different

city or county each year. It will be held in
Taichung City in 2020.




National Palace Museum: www.npm.gov.cw

Taipei 101: www.caipei-101.com.tw

New Taipei City Yingge Ceramics Museum:
WWW.CEramics.ntpc.gov.tw

National Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall:
www.cksmh.gov.tw

Lungshan Temple: www.lungshan.org.cw

Yangmingshan National Park: wwwymsnp.gov.cw

Northeast and Yilan Coast National Scenic Area:
WWWI)CCOHSE-HSEI.gOV.EW

North Coast and Guanyinshan National Scenic Area:

www.northguan-nsa.gov.cw

Sun Moon Lake National Scenic Area: %é)

www.sunmoonlake.gov.tw
Formosan Aboriginal Culture Village:
WWW.nine.com.tw

Tri-Mountain National Scenic Area:

WWW.Lrimt-nsa.gov.cw
National Taiwan Craft Research and
Development Institute: www.necri.gov.ew
Lukang Township: www.lukang.gov.cw
National Museum of Natural Science: www.nmns.edu.cw
Yushan (Mt. Jade) National Park: www.ysnp.gov.cw

J Taroko National Park:

www.taroko.gov.tw
Taiwan Forest Recreation Areas:
fC‘CI‘C'aEl’OH.[OI‘CSthV.[W
East Coast National Scenic Area:
WWWCHSECO&S[—HSa.gOV.tW
% East Rift Valley National Scenic

Area: www.crv-nsa.gov.tw

Kenting National Park: www.ktnp.gov.cw
Alishan National Scenic Area: www.ali-nsa.net
Siraya National Scenic Area: www.siraya-nsa.gov.cw

A
Kinmen National Park: www.kmnp.gov.cw
Penghu National Scenic Area: www.penghu-nsa.gov.cw
Matsu National Scenic Area: www.matsu-nsa.gov.cw
Green Island and Orchid Island:

tour.taitung.gov.tw/en/discover/offshore-islands
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Currency Time Zone
New Taiwan dollar All territories in same time zone,
(NT$ or TWD) UTC +8 hours
Exchange rate: NT$31.05 per (no seasonal adjustments)

US$1 (July 2019)

Credit Cards and Travelers’ Checks

Major credit cards are widely accepted. Travelers’
checks can be cashed at foreign exchange banks as well
as many hotels and tourist-oriented stores.
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Tipping Electricity

Tipping is not customary in AC 110V /60 Hz
Taiwan. A 10 percent service
charge is often added to room
rates and meals at hotels and

restaurants.
D o
Visa Information Customs Regulations
Bureau of Consular Affairs Customs Administration
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ministry of Finance
Phone: (+886-2) 2343-2888 Phone: (+886-2) 2550-5500

ext. 2116
Website: web.customs.gov.tw

Website: www.boca.gov.tw




