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The History of China: A Summary

N ote:

This file describeShina historical developmefrom the beginnings to the end of impt
China, the main focus being on political events and developineatg.iS rather an outli
for orientation, it should not be regarded as a replacBandigtory booksut merelyas
supplemental to such books.

Furthermorethe maps presented are not intended to depict accurately the
representedSincewelldefined bordersften did not exisin the pas{especially in ancie
history), theemaps are intendesimplyto give the reader an idea of the territory a c
dynasty controlled

In this file, 0N/ A6 osatkaandd ss tfaonrd so rf ootr
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I The emergnceof humans in th&reateiChinaarea

Human habitation the areacomprisingt o d a y dsringRHe Gtone Adeas been confirmed by numerous
archaeological finds. The oldest remains of humanoids ever found in the China region date back 2 to 3 million years
and weraliscovered in 1985 in Longgu (WusharCounty , ChongjingMunicipality). In the 1960s

human remains dating baabout 1.7 million yedrs h e 0 L a n tantamyuanmr@m 6 (Sinathropus
lantienensif) were uneartheth Gongvanging (Lantian County , Xi@n City , Shanxi

Province), and other remaimgre foundin Shangnabang (Yuammou County , Chuxiong Lolos
Autonomous Prefecture , YunnanProvince)ln 1954, paldithic human teeth and stone tools were

found at Dingcun (XiangferCounty , Linfen City , ShanxProvince).

The most famous f osxksinlgs befimgguanftdno s e hornd eredtudrendiSikP e
anthropus pekinensib a presumed age of 200,000 to 500,000 years, unearthed in the 1920s at the Upper Cave
(shadingdong ) of LongguMountain at Zhoukoudian (FangsharDistrict , Beijing
City). Fossils of &iomo eredtwsd in 1985 in Jinniushan (Dashigiao City , YingkouCity ,

Liaaning Province) are 250,000 to 300,000 years old, maihseof a prenoden homo sapidating back 120,000
years were discovered in Maba (QujiangDistrict , Shaoguagity , GuangdondProvince) in
1958.

The oldest human fossils in Taiwan belonghwrep sapidretween 20,000 and 30,000 years otahvdigd
1971 in Tschen (TainanCity ). The age of fossilized teeth difomo ereatngarthed in the 1990s in
Takangshan (KaohsiungCity ) has yet to be determined, &ty prove tdoe much older than the
Tsochenremains

I Neolithic Chinal heYangshao and LgeharCultures

In the NeolithicAge, several culturegre presernih China, the oldest avhichwerethe CisharCulture (ishan wen

hua ) and Peiligan@ulture feiligang wenhua ) activein the & millenium BC in the Hei/He-
nan area. More ksniown about later cultures like
the YangshaGulture yanghao weumea ) W R

and the LonghanCulture (onghan wena
) which were active arourttie Yellow

River fuanghe ).

The Yangshao Culture was a Neolithic
culturefound along the central YeNoRiver in Yanes

. ) angshao
China, stretching from the valleys Gansu (:ult‘ure N
Province to southern Shaanxi and northwest
Henan andactiveca. 5000 to 3000 BC. The fir \\\\\\\
village rpresentative of this culture was ¢

Longshan
Culture

cavated in 1921 in Yahgo (Miarchi

County , Sarmena City , He- 0

nan Provincg butthe most important archaeo -
logicalfind wasdiscovered atillage Banpo Pre_hismric LD
(Bagiao District , Xi 6Gity , | China '

Shaari Province)in 1953. It was a society of
sedentary farmewngho primarly cultivatedillet. The most diinctive feature of Yangshawlture was the extensive
use of painted potteryttadugh thepeopledid not use pottery wheels. According to aobbgists, Yarghao
society was based around matriarchal clans, wkile¢keedingongshan culture waspatriarchical society.

The Longshan Culture was a late Ndithic culture (ca. 2500 to 1700 Bighated alonthe central and lower
Yellow Rivergenteredn western Shadeng Province, but also extending to southern Manchuria and the coastal
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plains of ingsuProvince. It is named after LongsHanvnship (Zhangjyiu City , Jiman City

, ShandondProvince), the first sitethere evidencef this culture was found in 1928. The distinctive feature of
LongshanCulture was thpeopl& skillfulnesi potterynaking(which includethe use of pottery whegBronze
makingfirst appeared witthe Longshan cultuis wellCities also emerged at this tiamshown by evidence of
rammed earth walls and moats. Rice cultivation was clearly develdpadrsy Some archaeologists suggest that
the LongsharCulture is connected to thegendary Xia Dynasty andprovided thefoundation forthe Bronze
Age ShanBynasty .

Besides thes¢here were other cultures likee Mgiayao Culture (mjiayao wenhua ) in the

Qinghai/Gansu region, the Dawenkouiture ¢awenkou wenhua ) arourd Shandongs well as cultures
in South Chinalhe latter includettie HemudiCulture femudu viera )i whose 70§earold lacquer
ware implementsereunearthed in YuyaGity (Ningbo City , ZhejiangProvinceli and the Mpge-
bangCulture (rajialang wenhua ). That Chinese civilization had multiple origins is borne dhé [8an
xingduiCulture géanxingdui wenhua ) that existed between 5000 and 300GvBGseartifacts like masks
unearthed at Jiéha (QingliangTownship , PingsharCounty , Yibin City , Sthuan
Province) keep astonishing scientists with theirrweirsl s . T a ikmoantdltare wak ttheepaleolithic Chang
pin Culture ¢hangbin wenhua ) that can be traced back 5000 to 6000 years, followed by severdtuwteer cu
including the Peinabulture peinan wenhua ), the people of which buditone monoliths.

List of major Neolithic cultures in the Greater Chinaarea

Dated (BC) |Name Modern-day location

850®7700 |NanzhuangtoCulture( ) Yellow River regiom southern Hebei

75086100 |Pengtousha@ulture( ) central Yangtze River region in northwestemaHu
700@5000 |Peiligangulture( ) Yi-Luo river basin valley in Henan

650@5500 [Houli Culture( ) Shandong

620@5400 |XinglongwaCulture( ) Inner MongolieLiaoning border

600@5500 |CisharCulture( ) southern Hebei

600@4200 |DabenkendgCulture ( ) Fujian, Guangdong, western Taiwan

580@5400 |DadiwanCulture( ) Gansu and western Shaanxi

550@4800 |(Xinle Culture( ) lower Lao River on the Liaodong Peninsula
540®4500 |Zhaobaogoulture( ) Luan River valley in Inner Mongolia and northefreH
530@4100 |[BeixinCulture( ) Shandong

500@4500 [HemuduCulture( ) Yuyao and Zhoushan, Zhejiang

500@3000 |DaxiCulture ( ) Three Gorges region

500®3000 |Majiabangulture( ) Taihu Lake area and north of Hangzhou Bay
500®3000 |Yangsha&ulture( ) Henan, Shaanxi, and Shanxi

470®2900 |HongsharCulture( ) Inner Mongolia, Liaoning, and Hebei

4102600 |Dawenkou Culture( ) Shandong, Anhui, Henan, and Jiangsu
4003300 [SongzeCulture ( ) Lake Tai area near Shanghai

340@2250 |LiangzhuCulture( ) Yangtze River Delta

330M13®M |PeinarCulture beinan wenhua ) |southeastern Taiwan

3102700 |MajiapoCulture( ) upper Yellow River region in Gansu and Qinghai
310®2700 |QuijialingCulture( ) middle Yangtze River region in Hubei and Hunan
300®2000 |LongsharCulture( ) central and lower Yellow River

280@2000 [BaodunCulture( ) ChengdPlain

280@1100 |SaxingduiCulture ( ) Schuan

250@2000 |[ShijiaheCulture( ) middle Yangtze River region in Hubei

250@1500 |QijiaCulture ( ) Yellow River region of Gansu, eastern Qinghai
220091100 \I,_v(()evr\:EL?ajladlarCulture) Kigjiadian xézn, Inner Mongolia, northern Hebei, western thiiag
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I The legendary XDynasty and the Mythical Emperors

According to Chinese tradition, China has a history of 5000 years. However, that claim has yetfiofoetheoven
time beingthe existence of a class society in China arekigience of a writtescript can be traced back no
further than about 2000 BRbr the periodof early Chinese civilizatiothe Xia , Shang /Yin and Zhou
DynastieB it is often difficulfor historiango distinguish fadrom fiction No convincing scientifigroof has so

far been found for the existence of the mythical emperors who were said to be the first ruleroofoCttiea,
Xia Dynasty (ca. 2000500 BCwhich was said tdave beerfounded byone of these mythical emperors.
However, the govenment of the PRC is boostiitg efforts to prove & claim that Chinese civilization is 5000 years
old by carrying out extensiescavations. One site that might contain the capital of the Xia DyEaiyuis

(YanshiCity , LuoyancCity , HenanProvince).

Most traditional Chinese sources mention th®jeasty as firstthe Chinese dynasty. According to these
sources, the XiBynasty lasted from 2205 to 1766 BC, and its capital was Anyn ShanxiProvince, but
traditional sources tell very little altbig d/nasty. The connection with Chinese myfthuisd in the beliethat the
Xia Dynasty was founded Bynperor Yu , who himself was chosen by the mythical Emperor Shiraditional
sourcesusuallyrefer to three mythical empeforlduangli (trad. 26742575 BC), Yao (trad. 2332234
BC), and Shun (trad. 2232184 BC), with the time of their accession to the throne varying from source to
source Other sourcefist three emperorsgnhuang ) and fie sovereignsv(idi ), and names of mythical
emperorsn various sourceasclude Fuxi and his wife Nowa , Shennong , Shaohao , Zhuanxu

, Diku , Dizhi , Tangao , Suiren , and Youchao . Thingsbecomemore complicated by
the fact that some ohé mythical emperors have more than one name:difuafayxiong or Xuaryuan

; Shuffi Yushun or Youyu ; Fuxii Taihao , Paoxi or Xi ; Shennoryy Yandi or Lie
shan ; Shaohad Jintian ; Zhuarxufi Gaoyang ; Dikufi Ku or Gaoxin ; Tangyadi Taotang

. Giventhe inconsistencies in the information about the mythical emperadegtny the traditional Chinese
sourcesthe only thing that can beddeted is probably thatstorians should not take that informatiface
value.

However, some historianslieve it may be possible that around 2000 BC a small state eststdaviestern
Shaanxi under a chieftairnamedrao and farther to the east another small state urebetea surnameshun.
The tales about Xi a Emp eghtandicate aarlyetfootsnirt hydoolodyiand glood corgrol.f | o o d

Major events in contemporary world history

ca. 2530 BCCompletion of the Cheops pyramid

ca. 2300 BCConstruction of Stonehenge begins

ca. 2000 BCBegin of Minoan civilization on Crete (ended4%0 BC after volcanic eruption)

I The Shang/Yin Dynas{ga. 1500000 BC)

Duration, capitals

Shang /Yin A duration: about 500 years (ca. 481D BC, trad. 178822 BC), capitals: Yan(tod ay 6 s Qu f u
, Jining City , Shadong Province)Yin (t odayds XMiAayang County , Anyang

City , Henan Province)

Historical outline

The Shandynasty was a peasant civilizatiotownslocatedn and around norttvestern Hean This dynast@

capital was moved several times, poshielyothe YellowRiver fuanghe ) flooding Traditional sourcestate

that Shang ruler Pan Geng moved the qadtal from Yan to Yin  and thatthe dynastic title waken

changed from Shang to Yin. After large amounts of tortoise shells and bohebduiraénshoulder blades) used

for oracle purposes and divination were discovered tuXiadl899, the plasea s ni cthem aamend @ f Yi no
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(Yinxu ). The Shang buried their kings with many implements in largerasigan, croshaped tombs
outsideof the capitalThe excavation of Shafga tombs began in 1934 in Xibeigang  not far from Anyang
From the study of thousands of pieces of oracle bone and shell unearthed in the Anyang area it is now known
that the Shangada fully developettudalagariansociety.Society was divided intmble families anthose
dependnt on their patronagERC historiasdescribe this astas | a v e ndishehuie t y §. Tyfannical rule
by the Shangmperorded to widepread diontent and ugsings that destroyed the dynaatyd brought King Wu

of theZhou to power.
Religionconsisted of the worship ohany nature deitiethe supreme god of official whip was called
Shangdi . In order to promote the fertililty of the earth, human sacréiseffered to the gods, the victiwis

which wereoften prisoners of war. The vatip of deceased rulers is regarddtieaprecursor téhe ancestor
worship thatlater became typical of Chinese civilization. The appearance cbrbediag and wheeled war
chariots during the Shabgnasty highlights the advanced degree of development of that civilization.

Technology and science &/
The Chinese Bronze Agewhen highly
developed metabrking techniques made ma
production possibl@ccurred during the secon
millenniumBC. Bronzé an alloy composed ol
copper, tinand small amounts of Iéadame
into use in China befoigon asthe preferred
metal formakingweapons andessels arounc [Zhou]
2000 BC. The Shang/Yin and Zhou
Dynastiesare generally regarded@sning the
Golden Age of Chinese bronze art. Due to -
rareness of metal, bronze vessels were m
used for religious purposder everyday use | The Shang/Yin
earthenware vessefsre common Dynasty

The emergence of a written Chinese script

The Shan@ynasty coinded with the emerging da writtenscript. The first Chinese characters were mostly picto

graphs and were carved on tortoise shells and ox bones for divination and oraete Phepskells and bones

were cracked in fire and then interpreted by shamans. Some of the ceremonial brooethessaisdoear
inscriptions as well . The ear | izeuanshuc hwhichasadhedithe peakv ol v e d
of its derelopmentduring theQin Dynastyln the following centuries more styles evolved, includmg@ o of f i ci a
scr i ptlishs t ¥ Whch cafhe about during the Qin Dynasty by modifying the seal btyde; 60 r etgul ar s
s t yRaisho () which was developed in the Han Dynasty and was used through the Tangt Dyrastyigg u n

s cr i ptxingshuy I), @robably developed in the Western Han Dynaistjlastlyt he o cur si ve scri
(caoshu , | i t er 4 lelith allfgits sulscategariesy

Major events in contemporary world history
ca. 1450 BCMycenaean Greece at height of power and prosperity, collapses around 1150 BC
ca. 1200 BCOImec, the first pr€olumbian culture in Mesoamerica, appears

1166 BC Deah of Ramses 111, Egyptoés | ast great pharaoh
IThe Zhou Dynastfca. 100@21 BC)
Overview

The Zhou Dynasty , atabout 800 years the longest dynasty in the history of China, is divitleslVifgstern
Zhou i Zhou , ca. 100070 BG and Eastern Zhoul¢ng Zhou , 770221 BG becausi around 770 BC its
capital was moved from HadHaojing (t oday 6s, SKaarixiaPmovince) eastward to Luoyi

9
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(today6s |Hermay RrovigceTheEastern Zhou is traditionally subdivided intoShbeng and Autumn
Period(chungiu ) and the Warring States Peritbfyuo shidai ).

“ WESTERNZHOU (CA. 1000770BC)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Western Zhou A duration: about 230 years (ca. ZO0UDBC, trad. 112270 BC)rulingclan: Ji , capital: Hao
/Haojing (t oday 6s, Shaangi Rrovince)

Historical outline
During the Shang Dynasty, the Zhou 75
occupieda portion oft oday ds ce
Province. At that time the area was hame
many norChinese tribes (Turks, Tibetans), a
the culture of the Zhou was closely related
the Yangshaculture fangshao wenhua

), though it was technically more adednc [Quanrong]
The presencef other tribesgradually pushec
the Zhou eastward, which brought them
closer contact to the Shang While the Zhou
became increasingiyfluenced by the Shanc
their power steadily grew, and eventually K
Wu of Zhou invaded thekingdom of The Western
Shang with a group of tribal armies and Zhou Dynasty
nihilated the Shang.

Since the conquerors waremalminority andunableto rule the country all by themselves, they turned it into
feudal state. Local power was transferred to a number of feusjadfterdrelated to the Zhou royal family, who
received their fiefs in a ceremony. Other small states were controlled as vassal states which had to pay tribute, and
certain local potentates were allowed to keepe#igingholdings. In the early Zhou Bgsty there were hundreds
of these feudal states, dukedoms and principalities that were different in size and oftearcentkrated
garrisons. The establishment of new cities around these military garrisons was wag<bythehich power was
corsolidated in the peShang eraand often it was achieved thye forced reettlene n t of t he Shangtd
population. Some scholars believe the many resettled Shang urbanites either were or became businessmen, which
might explain why today the Chinesedlghang means O mer chant 6.

While the distribution of fiefdoms enabled the Zhou to control and expand their territory, at the same time it
weakened the power of the Zhou authority. Inevitably, political power gradually shifted to the hands of the feudal
lords. At the periphery of Zhdarritory nomadic Turkish and Mongolian tribes pushed into Shaanxi and raided
Chinese farms for food. Thus, some of the nomad chiefs became local rulers themselves and established states
bordering Zhou territorysince theemtral authority was far away, feudal lords were increasingly less inclined to send
auxiliary troops to the capital for defense when it was struck by tribal attacks. During the reign of Zhou king You
Wang , the barbarian tribe Quamg sacked the capital Hao in 770 BC. You Wang was killed and the
Zhou were forced to move their capital eastward, marking the end of the Western Zhou.

Society,culture, and economy

The political organization of the Zhsudiescribed as a dual system of feuddésagjién roi ) andthe

zongfa system of patrilinear inheritanpeopertywas passed to the eldest son). The feudal lords stood at the
top of a hierarchicakistocracy, and the daily life of the Zhoulitphvas governed by a complex set of ceremonial
rituals. Since the Zhou were rough conquerors and impressed by the high Shang dtdtareiefthand highly
developed moral system, the Zhou based their culture on the Sharig lmdhre vessels dfig early Zhou were

virtually identical with those of Shamige shape of housesmained unaltered as well, but the form of tombs
changed. The cult of Heavéiar{ ), Shangdi , and the worship of the sun and the stars played a central role

in the Zhou culture, but the Zhou officially abolished human sacrifice. Different from the Shang, the Zhou had no
priests, and religious rites were performed by the head afmihe yet literate priests were still netaledsure
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capital had to be performed by the king himself. During the Zhou Dynasty, agi@staeveloped, improyved
and intensifiedindthe main crops were millet daterwheat.

Rulers of the Western Zhou

Title Personal name Reign
Zhou Wen Wang (King Wen of Zhou) Ji Chang trad. 1108058 BC
Zhou Wu Wang (King Wu of Zhou) Ji Fa trad. 1058042 BC
Zhou Cheng Wang (King Cheng of Zhou) Ji Song trad. 1042021 BC
Zhou Kang Wang (King Kang of Zhou) Ji Zhao trad. 102996 BC
Zhou Zhao Wang (King Zhao of Zhou) Ji Xia trad. 99877 BC
Zhou Mu Wang (King Mu of Zhou) Ji Man trad. 97822 BC
Zhou Gong Wang (King Gong of Zhou) Ji Yihu trad. 92200 BC
Zhou Yi Wang (King Yi of Zhou) Ji Jian trad. 90892 BC
Zhou Xiao Wang (King Xiao of Zhou) Ji Pifang trad. 89886 BC
Zhou Yi Wang (King Yi of Zhou) Ji Xie trad. 88878 BC
Zhou Li Wang (King Li of Zhou) Ji Hu trad. 87841 BC
Gonghe (regent) 841828 BC
Zhou Xuan Wang (King Xuan of Zhou) J Jing 827-782 BC
Zhou You Wang (King You of Zhou) Ji Gongsheng 781-770 BC

Note: The first generally accepted date in Chinese his&@y BC, the first year of the Gloageign

. That

regency ended in 828 BXaites of events prior to 841 B&ve not yet been verified

Major events in contemporary world history

ca. 1000 BCAdena culture develops in Eastern North America

ca. 950 BC Establishmemf Assyrian empire
814 BC
ca. 800 BC Rise of Etruscaritg states in central Italy
776 BC

“  EASTERNZHOU (770221BC)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Eastern Zhou

(today6s |HemayRravigce)

A not e SaribgaondtAutumd an d

Foundation of Phoenician colony of Carthage

t he

First parhellenic athletics festival held at sanctuary of Zeus in Olympia

fi duration: ca. ®years (77221 BC)ruling clan: Ji , capitaluntil 256 BCLuoyi

oWarrirach@g States P

In traditional Chinese historiographg Eastern Zhou Dynasty is subdivided int&gvéng and AutumBeriod

(trad. 776176 BC) and the Warring States Period
Autumro i s

b o r theotitheefdhistdric records about events in the sthieu

(trad. 472 21 BC) . WhSpiing and h e

between 722 and 481 BC

with the same name, that subdivision is to a certain dedesalings because actually there are only two major
differences betweepring and Autumand the Warring States Bdiii the number ofan initiall70 contending
states duringpring and Autummas (according to traditional Chinese higiaphy) reduced to seven in the
Warring States Period, and whil8pning and Autumtihe Zhou king commanded at least symbolic pamcewas

still recognized as a ceremonial authority, icldbimgt w o

centuries of the Eastern

power and authority had vanished entirely. On the other hand, ih tleatéry BC when according to the
traditional sources tiWgarring States Period began, more than seversttiagessted.n fact, the crucial phase of
only seven states fighting for power began later than 300 BC. Besides, the date 476 BC seems arbitrary since there
was no major event at that time which cbaiee marked the end 8pring and AutumWhile the subdivision into
the Spring and Autumand Warring States Pedab a distinction betwedme earlyand laterEastern Zhou is
acceptable, there was a smooth transition from one period to anothersiTiemaikable feature of the Warring
States Period is thadntinuousvarfare had become the normal situation.
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List of the sevenWarring Sates

E Chu (847223 BC), Mi clan. Capitals: Danyang (t oday ds
,Hubei Province)Ying (t oday ds ,HubeiPrevingelhen (
, ZhoukouCity , Henan ProvinceBhowchun (todayos

Anhui Province).

Zi g,Wichangitynt y

t oda yahgCouhty a i
S h,diu@nCityu nty

(t odazhotis ,¥uchangCity ,

Henan Province). It was one of the three states created when the Jin kingdbroke apart.

Qi (850221 BC), Tian clan (before 481 BC Jiangclan). Capital: Yingqiu (today 6s Zi

bo

Shaulong Province). Known as a trade centerlanfirst place where money was used, it was also noted for its

Qin (844207 BC), Ying clan. Capitals: Yong ( t o d a xi@ngColhgy n g , Baoji City ,

X'i, dunclizoguGity vy

when the Jin kingdom  broke apart. The defensive whlldt by this kingdonat the bordewith the state

E Han (424230 BC), Han clan. Capital: Yangzhai
E
trangortation system and salt production.
E
Shaari Province)Xianyang (Shaanxi Province).
E Wei (424225 BC), Wei clan. Capitals: Anyi (t oday®os
Shawi Province)Daliang (t odafgngs
of Qin can still beeertoday.
E
Baaling City , Hebei Province).
E Zhao (517228 BC), Zhao clan. Capital$uyang (todayos

Yan (ca. 100@26 BC), Ji clan. Capitals: Ji (t oday §WuydB@ i j(ithagday s Y,i

, BlaanxiyPuogincellandan

(Hebei Province). It was one of the three states created when the Jin kingdoroke apart.

Historical outline

When the Quanrong tribe invaded the Western Zhou and conquiéseapital Hao , the Zhou court was

,idenan Province). It was one of the three states created

Count

forced to move eastward into a territory where it had no strong foothold. After the establishment of the new capital

atLuoyi (today 6s |HermayRravigce) under king Ping Wang, first ruler of the Eastern Zhou,

the principalitie developed greater -ir
dependence, and the feudal lords became k
The structure of the Eastern Zhou empire ¢
be described as a commonwealth of
dependent states headed by the Zhou k
These idependent states increasingly struge
for power amng each other. It was also the tir
when Confucius (Kong Qiu , 551479 BC)
developed the philosophy that profoundly
shaped Chinese thought. The period
traditi onal $pying anel Autundn
(dwungiu ).

During the Spring and AutumPeriod the
authority of the Zhou kings extended liti
beyond the city of Lybitself andts envirors
They were ntongerchiefs of feudal lords bat

BE Lk

1: Chu
2: Han

3:Q1

4: Qin

5: Wei

6: Yan

7: Zhao

The Seven
Warring States

kind of sanctified overlord, a mere symbol of power. Yet a supreme leader was needed because altifieudal lords s

recognized the worship of Heaven, and supreme sacrifices could only be offe&ed lof tHeavenfound in the

personage of the Zhou kirghou rulers were also needed as ashitsettle cofiicts between the feudal lords.
Those conflicts wera preludeto the following Warring States Period. Even during the Western Zhou the

principalitiedhad sought to expand their own territory and sphere of influence by force, and by th8pin of

and Autumnout of theoriginallyhundreds of entities gnabout a few dozen states remained. Of these states, the
two most noteworthy were Qin (that unified China in 221 BC) and Chu(that contributed to the development
of southern China and waparded as far as Yunnan by General Zhuang Qiap In 453 BC the state of Jin

splitinto Han , Wei , and Zhao . Two other important states were Qiand Yan , and together with Qin

and Chu they were to become the seven Warring (Bteteguo gixiong ,

statesod) .
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Other states (in alphabetical order) were C&ao , Chen , Lu , Shen (destroyed by Chu at the
beginniyg of Spring and Autumnits western pdittheo bar bar i an s t/Shenedy Xfi veab e n
destroyed by Qin), Song, Tang , Teng (a dukedom of the Ji clan, destroyed by Yue during the
Warring States Periodsuerected and later destroyed by SohdMei  (destroyedn 209 BC), Wu , Xing
Yue ,Zheng ,andZhongshan . Also extant wethe fieloms of Geng , Huo ,Huo ,Wei ,and Yu

Besides Chu, Wu and Yue were the two other important states in the southern part of Zhou. The state
of Lu  (home of Confaius) and neighbouring Songregarded themselves as the legitimate heirs of the Shang
culture. Most of the estimated 170 states isph@g and AutumPeriod were very small in sidastable and
morphous alliances were formed and broken throughopetios In the Warring States Period some states like
Chu, Qi, Wei and Yan built defensive walls to secure their borders. At the end of the Eastern Zhou around 300 BC
China first experienced what was to become a perennial firthéethreafrom the northposedby the Xiongn

The struggle for hegemony that had beg@8pimg and Autumwith at least 170 small states fighting each
other for dominance entered a final stage during the Warring States Period when only seven major players remained
and the central authority dfetZhou had been eliminated for good.

Society andeconomy

As smaller states were defeatethdiy stronger neighbours, more and more feudal lords andrbeningdost
their land and becanitinerantscholars and politicians. Often they were employedlers as tutors for their
children and to properly conduct sacrifices and festivals.

Agriculture was improved by a system of rotating crops and the use of iron ploughstizeisnportant
agricultual developmenivas the usef irrigation. Sincehere was still much arable land available, feudal lords tried
to attract peasants to boost their populatmthey could build larger armigésound 400 BC all states combined
had a population of ca. 25 million, and due to southward migration the gogndatbad eéended as far as
Guanglong, Guangxand even Tonkin (todayds Vietnam).

Feudal lor@ cities continued to grow, armhds were built to transport food to citesneet the increased
demandNaturally these roads could also be used for trade and the transport of supplies for big armies. Camels and
donkeyswvere usedo move people and gooddhe invention and circulation of coins in the Warring States Period
stimulated trade as well, and Sogdian mercfransSpgdiana [kangualanared et ween t odayds Uz
around Samarkand and Xinjiasghneotd China and India. In generghe Eastern Zhou was a period of
economic prosperity that also made possible the flourishing of philosophy and literature.

Technology and science
The most remarkable technical advancedweimgthe Eastern Zhou was theatisery of iron in thet6century
BC. Thanks to the use of iron, industriesthadrts developed, and agricultwesimprovedby the use ofron
implements. Steel production began, and through the introduction of new fiveapbresalberdsand cross
bowdi advances iwarfarewere also seeAs time passed, armies grelWwaa@omprised of thousands of soldiers
The state of Zhao was the first to use cavalry, following the exampleGHfimese neighbours like the Xiongnu

, and this was then copied blyars, especially Qin.

The oldest map of China was possibly drawn i8ghieg and AutumBeriodi t he o0 Map of Yugong
Re gi &ugaeng jiugzhoutu ) shows China consisting of nine regiorisoui ,Jingzhou , Liang
zhou , Qingzhou , Xuzhou , Yanzhou , Yanghou , Yongzhou , and Yuzhou . Also
duringthe Eastern Zhou, Chinese astnmers began calculating the orbits of planets in our solar system.

Culture, philosophy, and the arts
The Spring and AutumPReriod and the Warring States Periece marked by intense political strife, constant war
farg andthe collapse of the old order, so many philosophers began to contemplate about how to organize an ideal
society andame to a number of conclusiofise philosophical diversity of the Eas#rau is highlighted by the
OHundr ed zlzilajal s 6). The four major schools to emerge were Confucianigao (),
Tadsm @laojiao ), Mohism hojia ), and Legalisnfafia ), and the major worladf whichwere written
during the Eastern Zhou.
Mohism was the philosophy of Mo Di  (ca. 486890 BC) wh protested against thppression of famers
and advocated universal loyvel (a n §.a0ther schools included the Yiang Schoolinyangjia ) whose
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majoradvocatevas Zou Yan / (305240 BC) ; and the Dialmmdi i c)ians (0
Gongsun Long (ca. 32@50 BC) and Hui Shi  (ca. 376810 BC). Another important book was
zhuan , a commentary about the Spring and Autumn Argfaladiu ) written by Zuo Qiuming

(556451 BC?).

Not only philosophy but also literature and pdettyour i shed during the Eastern .
(shiing ) was an anthology with 305 folk songs, p@rshymns created between thedktithe 7 centures
BC in northern Chi chuci )dnignatéd$nohe gautheonfpaft@é eodntry@nd were
mainly created by the poet and statesman Qu Yuar(ca. 34278 BC). One work that clearly reflects the martial
spirit of the ti BwziBimge 0 T)hwetterAby Sun@ii  Wahe & cefitury BC.

Confucianism
Thefounder of Confucianisnujia ) was the philosopher Kong Qiu (553479 BC), who was also called

Kong Zhongi , Kongi , or Konguzi (60Confuciusd6 =walitansQuiar Kong) .
inthestateof Lu i n t od ay &revincehAa lludegaedjitself as the legitimate heir of the Shang culture,
traces of Shang culture can be s-e : = fmc i US DS |

though the Warring States Period had not yet begun, the authority of the royg
court was already disintegratiagd Confucius praised the ideal order of ‘
Western Zhou under the kings Wen , Wu , and the Duke of Zhou
and lamented its collapse. According to tradition, Confucius had numerous
and talay is revered as the father of all teachers.
Confucius believed the ideal riler at least his consultaftshould beJunzi
, upright gentlenen of character and virtue. Introducing a concept of ityo
duty and responsibility into politics was new and truly progressive for thosef
Like the Taoist€onfucius believed in the universal law represented by truatefs
, but hisdeductions were quite different. Because the sun, tharstalre moon |
move in accordance with the universal law, so humanity should live in harm
the law of the universe as well. Confucius believed that the ruler was t
example like Heaveclearly an element of the ancient Cult of Heaven.
The part of Confuciusds teaching that proved to be
hierarchy withits goal of achieving an orderly, harmonious society. In large [fahaliesablished order of
relationships between individuals was to be organised by rites to dwaidl dontion, so scholars had an im
portant role to play since they were specialized in the conduct of rites and ceremonies. The ancient rituals were
meaningil to Confucius for yet another reason: he believed the only way to bdoomigas by pdorming the
rites.
Confucius regarded the state as an extension of theidantiighevery member had his or her position and
was expected to fulfill a distimote. In this patriarchal systetre ruler was the father of society andthe of
Heaven. Although ancestor worship plays a central role inuCon ani s m, Confuciusds ide
worl dly, and he di ddeifes focus on questions about
Coniucius and his students laid down a canon of social iBerdlal taCorfucianism are the Five Confucian
virtue$i ren  (benevolence or humanity), (righteousess),li (propriety), zhi  (wisdom), andin
(trustworthiness). In other sourdbe five virtues are listed reqyi zhong (faithfulness or filial pietyghu
(decency or mercy), art  (honesty).
The most important texts of Confucianism are the Five Claggiog( ) and the Four Booksi¢hu ).
The Five Classics are the Book of Saftjing ), the Book of Docments ¢hujing ), the Book of Changes
(yijing ), the Spring and Autumn Annalsigiu ), and the Book of Ritel§i( ). The Four Books are the
Corfucian Analectdunyu ), Mengzi , the Great Learninglgxue ), and the Doctrine of the Mean
(zhongpng ), the latter twieingchapters in the Book of Rites. In the Angl€uiafucus explained the prep
behaviour of &@unzi Conf uci u stibstionpte these dertsdnnotcbe ascertainsthce Confucius as
historical figure was obscured by centuries of apothieissielieved that the Analects were written by his studen
but thatConfucius himself was possibloired in the creation of the Spring and Autumn Annals.
During thel at e Eastern Zhou, Confuciusf6s philosophy was
MenciusandHan Fei, men whose concepts were glifterent in certaimespects. Besides Confucius himself, the
probably most importaproponentof Confucianism was Mencius, whose real name was Meng K872289
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BC), the author of the book Mengzi . He believed #t human nature was good, @hdteducéion was central

for development of that inborn goodness. Like Confucius he thought that a ruler needed to be morally superior, but

Mencius went further by stating that Heaven gave the ruler the mandatéiaomute (), and if the ruler was

evil, Heagn could revoke that mandagjeriing , t he moder n Chinese word for Or
While Corfucianism temporarily lost itsfluenceafter the end of the Han Dynasty, new Confucianist philo

sophers emerged after the beginning of the Tang Dynashstnttd reformghat resulted in the creation of

Neo-Confucianismlikue ) in the Song Dynasty.

Legalism
Within a couple of cent ur ifgisa & évohed as @distihative ibrargtdof d e at h
Confucianism. Legalism had its roots éntéfachings of philosophers like Shang Yang(ca. 40838 BC), Shen
Dao (395315 BC), and Shen Buhai (385337 BC), but its main theoretical foundation was provided by
Xun Kuang (ca. 30237 BC) and his students Li Si (ca. 28208 BC) and Han Fei  (ca. 28233
BC). Xun KuangakaXunzi ) believed that human nature was evil, and a good character could only be achieved
by through rigorous studide recommended a strong, authoritarian government and pederafthe ancient
rituals in order to matiain a strict hierarchy in society. Han Fei claimed a system of laws and punishments was
necessary to stop andmet crime, and the terrskih  (authority, powernd influencefa (laws and re
gulations) anghu  (managment technique) made up twee of his leadership concept.
The first law codes were mentioned in 536 BC, laws that regulated the life of commoners in the cities. The
legalist Li Kui (455395 BC), minister in the state of Weiis traditionallgaid to beauthor of the Book of
Law][fajing ], a body of criminal law. The ideas and theories of Legalism were implemented in the state of Qin
where Li Si became chancellor and organized the notorious burningle§dhsty books. Although Legalism
had its roots in Confucianism, th&atienship between the two schools turned into a deadhyfirivabiges the
destruction of Confucian scriptures, many Confucian scholars were persecuted and killed in the Qin Dynasty, some
of them even buried alive.
Though Legalism was officially condeninenhainstream Confucians, it had a profound, lasting impact on the
development of Chinese civilization. Even in tHec2@tury Chinese society was shaped by the codex of social
rules withts delineatedghts and duties for everyone in the familgmsytiat can be traced back to Confudins
example that suggests the principles of yahdaguadongsm ar e
) against crime launched in September 1983 by the Chinesen®ten The widespread usehd death
penalty in the PRC and Singapore could also be interpiedgthgsts roots in Legalism

Taoism

Taoism is a philosophy much ol der than Confuciani sm,
Taoistdesired o b r i n gn earghrinfosharmonyf wéth tlee laws of the unifieds® can be translated as
o0fundament al pri nci isWwas alsp the goa of uhe E€anfuciadidtst tie ol aotptwyedanh

intuitive, emotional methdd achieve itThey withdrew frorsocietylived innature, and refused to perform acts

that ran counter talao(a concept also callediwei onot actingo). They despi se
prolong life. Their antiocial and animtellectual ideology stood in sharp contrast téuCiamism.
The two main Taoist books are Laozi Daodejing and Zhuangzi . Laozi Dadejing is a rela

tively short book (only 5000 characters) with remarkably vague content and no reliable facts known about the au
thor(s). Zhuangzi, a literary masterpiece characterizeliffeyeince towards death, wadtemi by the giéd poet

Zhuang Zhou (369286 BC). Another Taoist philosopher of the Eastern Zhou was Yang Zh(ca.

440360 BC) who advocated moderate hedonism. Despite the huge differences between Confuciargsmaand Tao
fascinatingharacteristiof Chinese civilizatiaathat people could be Confucianist and Taoist at the same time.

Chronology (all years are Bthe seven Warring Stateare highlighted)
661 The Jin kingdom (Ji  clan) destroys the fiefdom of Hua

636 Wei annexes Xing .

562 Inthe state of Lu the Huan families replace the house of Ji

505 Chu destroys the principality of Tang (Ji  clan) in the Hubei region.
487 Cao s destroyed by Song.

473 Wu s defeated by its southern neighbour Yue

469 Chu destroys the principgliof Chen
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453  The Jin kingdom is dividednto three principalitieslan , Wei

447 Chu  destroys the dukedom of Cai (Ji  clan) in the Henan region.
431 Chu  destroys the principality Ju in Shandong.

375 Han destroys the state of Zheng

334 Yue (lower Yangzi area andrthernZhejiang) is divided and annexe€hy
296 Zhao annexethe principality of Zhongshan in northeast Shanxi.
286 Qi destroyghe principality of Song in east Henan.

andZhao

).

andQi

256 Chu destroys Lu ;Qin defeatshe kingdom of Zhou , end of the Eastern Zhou

230 Qin destroy$Han

228 Qin destroyZhao

226 Pressed b®in ,Yan  moves its capital from the Beijing area to southerchida.

225 Qin destroydVei  and establishes headquarters in Hebei dimel iwvest of LiaohRiver
churia).

223 Qin destroy<hu

221 Qin destroy®Qi . All Chinese states are united. The Qin Dynasty begins.

209 The second emperor &fin destroys Wei .

Rulers of the Eastern Zhou $pring and AutumnPeriod)

Title Persaal name Reign
Zhou Ping Wang (King Ping of Zhou) Ji Yijiu 770720 BC
Zhou Huan Wang (King Huan of Zhou) Ji Lin 719697 BC
Zhou Zhuang Wang (King Zhuang of Zhou) Ji Tuo 69%6-682 BC
Zhou Li Wang (King Li of Zhou) Ji Hugqi 681-677 BC
Zhou Hui Wang (King Hui of Zhou) Ji Lang 676-652 BC
Zhou Xiang Wang (King Xiang of Zhou) Ji Zheng 651-619 BC
Zhou Qing Wang (King Qing of Zhou) Ji Renchen 613-613 BC
Zhou Kuang Wang (King Kuang of Zhou) Ji Ban 612-607 BC
Zhou DingWang (King Ding of Zhou) Ji Yu 606-586 BC
Zhou Jian Wang (King Jian of Zhou) JiYi 58&-572 BC
Zhou Ling Wang (King Ling of Zhou) Ji Xiexin 571-545 BC
Zhou Jing Wang (King Jing of Zhou) Ji Gui 544-520 BC
Zhou Dao Wang (King Daoof Zhou) Ji Meng 520 BC
Zhou Jing Wang (King Jing of Zhou) Ji Gai 519476 BC
Rulers of the Eastern Zhou (Warring States Period)

Title Personal name Reign
Zhou Yuan Wang (King Yuan of Zhou) Ji Ren 475469 BC
Zhou Zhen Ding Wang (King Zhen Ding of Zhou) Ji Jie 483-441 BC
Zhou Ai Wang (King Ai of Zhou) Ji Quiji 441 BC
Zhou Si Wang (King Si of Zhou) Ji Shu 441 BC
Zhou Kao Wang (King Kao of Zhou) Ji Wei 440-426 BC
Zhou Wei Lie Wang (King Wei Lieof Zhou) Ji Wu 425402 BC
Zhou An Wang (King An of Zhou) Ji Jiao 401-376 BC
Zhou Lie Wang (King Lie of Zhou) Ji Xi 375-369 BC
Zhou Xian Wang (King Xian of Zhou) Ji Bian 368-321 BC
Zhou Shen Jing Wang (King Shen Jing of Zhou) Ji Ding 320-315 BC
ZhouNan Wang (King Nan of Zhou) Ji Yan 314-256 BC
Dong Zhou Jun / Zhou Hou Hui Wang Ji Jie 25-249 BC

Major events in contemporary world history
ca. 750 BC First evidence of use of Greek alphabet
663 BC TheAssyriarEmpire reaches its greatesent, collapses in 612 BC
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563483 BC Life of Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama)

525 BC Egypt becomes part of the Persian empire

510 BC Romans expel Etruscans and found a republic

505 BC Establishment of democracy in Athens

492479 BC The Persians inva@eecdbattle at Marathon 490 BC, sea battle at Salamis 480 BC)
490429 BC Life of Pericles

431404 BC Peloponnesiawar between Athens and Sparta

323 BC Death of Alexander the Great

ca. 280 BC Construction of the Pharos Lighthouse (Alexandria, Egypt)
264 BC Rome completes conquest of Italy

264241 BC First Punic War: Rome ousts Carthaginians from Sicily

I Qin Dynasty(221207 BC)Birth of a unified China

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Qin A duration: 4 years (22207 BC)rulingclan: Ying , capital: Xianyang  (Shaaxi Province)

Historical outline
In 770 BC Haojing , the capital of the &
Western Zhou, was attacked by the Quanron
tribe. The ruler of Western Zhou was Kkille
the Zhou movedheir capitakastward to Luoyi
, andits territory in the Shaansdgion was
lost. The ruler of Qin , a lesser feudal princ
of the Ying clan, reconquered Shaanxi a
kept it asa personafiefdom Qi nds
was not purely Chinese but consisted alsc
Turks and Tibetans, so some other ste
regar dedb&r ha maisBegdnings
in 677 BC the capital of the Qin was Yong
(t oday 06 sColney n g x, BaojnQjty The Qin
, Shaanxi Provinceput in 350 BC the | Dynasty
capital was moved to Xianyang.
In 256 BC, Qin defeated the house of Zhgweffectively ending the EastZhou, and in the last ten years of
the Warring States Period the other six competing states were defeated one by one. When in 247 BC the ruler of Qin,
King Zhuangxiang , died, his son Ying Zheng  became his successor at age 12 with the title King Zhe
of Qin ,and had as hiegent LU Buwei (ca. 29@35 BC). L, a former merchant, and his successor,
the legalist phigmpher Li Si (ca. 28208 BC), were the main architects of the Qin state. With the victory over
Qi  in221 BC Chinawasunifechder Qi nds control, and Wanggwittztheeng, r e
new titledad dempssame&d( the ti tQineshiuarBji r st oEQmmsKiuamgr of Qi n
)

The ruling principle of Qin was Legalisajig ). Shang Yang  (ca. 406838 BC), whose ph#ophy

helped to shapkegalism, served as arwisor at the Qin court and introduced amiadstratve system that
subdivided the territorytmprefecturegyn ) and countiexian ) insteadof distributing itamongfeudal lords.

While a bureaucratic system of administration had begun to develop in Zhou, the process had gone furthest in Qin,
promoted by representativestioé Legalist school. The fact that Qin was able to overcome the other warring states
was partly dut® its more advanced administration, and in 250 BC Qin was also economically the strongest among
all feudal states. Irrigation projects like the ZhenGguoal thengguoqu ) completed in 246 BC stimulated
agriculture.
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Qin Shihuang was an ambitious and aggressive monarch who built a unified, centralized empire. Instead of
distributing the land to members of the ruling family, the countryorganieed ito 36 prefecties and a number
of smaller administrative counties. All local authority was vested ditaetbeiriral governmeitthe heads of
prefecturemndcounties andtherhigher officials were directly appointed by the emperor, and the positions were
not heredary. After the final victory of the Qin, all the ruling families and impo~~~+
nobles werenade to movéo the capitalandso were deprived of tihngopower base
and their land could be sold. During Qin there was a great intitbasemounof
privateproperty because land could be bought and sold.

Qin Shihuang ruled by the sword. As Legalism was introduced in the
empire, power was no longer symbolized by rites. While in the past moralit
central issue, now the foundation of the administratis the law, and violations
the law were severely punished. The Confucianists with their different set of
were regarded as a thrasthe Confucian writings kept alive the memory of the
feudal conditions and the ethics of the old feudak ti Si recommended al
Confucian books to be burned, including Shijing, Yijing , and the writings
of the Hundred Schools. Although the burning of the books in 213 BC cause =,
damage, many writings were passed on by oral traditiorerpmeseved. One
year later, hundreds mfembers of th€onfucianist literati were executed.

Unification was not limited to military conquests and the administrative system, but extended to many other
areas. Efforts to eliminate local differences were aitiechedmotion of unity and integration. A major obstacle
to unification were the different dialects and different written chatset@ithroughout the empiftandardization
of script became an important element of cultural and political integratbonrpand hi s end t he 0s ma
(xiaozhuan ) was introduced. Measures and wegtdshe currency and caige systemwere standardized as
well Even a standard fevheelgauges was crediehany roads consisted of deep-ttaks, and when axigsre
not of the same length, roads were unusable for wagons or chariots of different design.

Also characteristic of the Qin Dynastgs thehuge construction and engineering projendertakenThe
network of roads was expanded and canals were built tatdag#inhsport, instrumental for conti®d-called
speedway<liidao ) radiated north, northeast, east and southeast from the capital, and canals connected the
YangtzeRiver (Chang Jiang ) with the PeaRiver (Zhyiang ) and the We®iver (Xijiang ). Hundreds
of thousands of laborers wemnscripted for these projgi 300,000 people were used for thestrantion of the
defensive walls in the north, 700,000 people for building roads and paladi® rmumdber served in the armed
forces

After the defeat of the other warring states, Qin remained belligererhpifeewas @anded significantly to
include todayds a@pats of dojiargrgvinc&ltl machged the South China Sea and
includedeven parts of Vietnam and Laos. In the neampaigns reached as far as Korea, and icdritss were
forced back. Facing starvationsétgbes unified and established the Xiongnu kingdomunder Touman
that posed a danger to Qin. The defensive walls built by Qin General Meng T{@msome cases existing walls
were linked) can be regarded as the beginnings of the Greahhliathngcheng ).

Not surprisingly, the projects and campaigns of thev&ia a heavy financial burden. Soldiers had to be
garrisone@nd supplied, and a lot was also spent on the construction and engineeering projects. The largest of these
projects wabkelyQi n S hi h ywhiclgvasplannednab early as 246 BC. QinéShilmés st dikeus as a
ruler was reflected in the outline of his palaces and especially his gigantic tomb that was described by historian Sima
Qian (14592 BQ. The tomb of the First Emperor at Mountain close to XrangVillage
(LintongDistrict , Xi@n City , Shaanxi Province) became world famous when farmers discovered an
army of lifesize terracotta soldiansl horsegbingmayong ) guarding the tomb in 1974. The tomb itself has
not been opened yet.

Qin Shihuang conducted no less tianjourneys that brought him to the most important areas of his empire.
Obsessed with the idea of prolonging his life, he died on a tour searching for elixirs of immortality. His death in
Shagqiu (near Pingxiang , Xingtai City , Hebei Province) in RIBC was kept a secret by Li Si until
the entourage returned to the capital in order to avoid a power struggle. Qin Shihuang had designated his eldest son
Fusu as his successor, but after a plot by Li Si Fusu was forced to commit suicide, and @ndShihuare ¢ o n d
son Huhai was delared Second Emperarghi ). The plots and intrigues did not abate for the short
remainder of the Qin Dynasty. The influential eunuch Zhao Gadhad Li Si executed in 208 B@da year later
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Zhao forced Huhai to commitisc i de but was himsel f kil émpadordiying or der s

The collapse of the Qin Dynasty viksly caused bgverextension of seurces and the brutality
totalitarian regimevhichcaused popular resentment and finaligtianwide rebellion. Since too many people had
beenconscripted to complete the em@igggantic costruction projects angngage invarfare, agricultural pro
ductionwas neglected)prisings flared up after the death of Qin Shihuang, most notgihasaeat revolts led by
Chen Sheng (also called Chen She ) and Wu Guang in the former territory of Chu. The in
surgency that toppled Qin was led by Liu Bang (also called Liu Ji ) who hailed from a peasant family in
Shandong, anoth&eyrebelbeingXiang Yu , a military leader afoble descent from Chu. In 207 BC Liu
Bangds army took the capital Xianyang, and Emperor Zi
Yuds asequentlyentebed the capital and had Ziying killed. The following power struggld.ibeBesen
and Xiang Yu-Haas vohaHah zhizhedogChu) and ended only with Xia
BC.

Liu Bang prevented the empire from disintegrating and founded the Han Dynasty. The fall of the Qin Dynasty
also marked the end of Legalisngw@ding philosophynd after theestoration of th&€onfucanists thewrote
their ownversion of historyn whichthe Qin were scathingly condemned. While Legalism was officially rejected,
many of its features like harsh punishment for crimes prevailed. Although the Qin Dynasty lasted for less than two
decadeshe influence of its reforms on Chinese civilization was enormous, and its significance within the history of
China can hardly be overestimated. The idea of political and cultueatemitg/ized administrative systenda
standardized script haveofmundly shaped China and are stibngly heldto Even t he modern nar
derives from the name of Qin.

Rulers of Qin before 221 BC

Title Reign Title Refgn

Qin Zhong 838822 BC Daogong 490477 BC
Zhuanggong 821778 BC Ligong Gong 476-443 BC
Xianggong TTF766 BC Zaogong 442429 BC
Wengong 765716 BC Huaigong 428425 BC
Ninggong 715704 BC Linggong 424415 BC
Chugong 703698 BC Jiangong 414400 BC
Wugong 697678 BC Huigong 399387 BC
Degong 677676 BC Chuzi 386385 BC
Xuangong 675664 BC Xiangong 384362 BC
Chenggong 663660 BC Xiaogong 361338 BC
Mugong 659621 BC Huiwen Wang 337325 BC
Kanggong 620609 BC [gengyuan ] 324311 BC
Gonggong 608604 BC Wu Wang 310307 BC
Huangong 603577 BC Zhao Wang 306251 BC
Jinggong 576537 BC Xiaowen Wang 250 BC
Aigong 536501 BC Zhuangxiang Wang 249247 BC
Huigong 500491 BC Qin Wang Zheng 246210 BC
Emperors of the Qin Dynasty

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
ShiHuangdi Ying Zheng 221210 BC 259210 BC
ErshiHuangdi Ying Huhai 209207 BC 230207 BC
Ziying the KidKing of Qin Ying Ziying 207 BC 2207 BC

Major events in contemporary world history
218 BC Hannibal crosses the Alpglanvades Italy duririge Second Punic War (2281 BC)
209 BC The Romans capture Tarentum in South Italy
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I The Han Dynast{207 BG3 220 AD)

Overview

Traditionally the Chinese cherish the Han Dynasés a glorious period in their history, whichgklighted by

the fact that the Chinese also call themselves Han eopen( ). The Han Dynasty was named after the Han

River banshui or hanjiang , a tributary of the Yangtze ) in Shaanxi/Hubei and consisted of two parts,

the Western Han (207 B& AD) and EasternHan (23220) with a short interlud
(923 AD), which coincided with the rule @fang Mang (45 BG23 AD). Both of the HarDynasties

combined lasted 427 years (the Wang penadincluded)The capital of th&Vestern Han Dynastgnd the Xin

Dynasty wa€hangdan oday ds, Skaankid@rovingeyhile theEa st er n Hscapitagsnast y o

Luoyang (Henan Province).

WESTERNHAN (207BC3 9AD)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Western Han A duration; 216ears (207 B&89 AD),rulingclan: Liu , capital : (to@dxXh§éaan
, Shaanxi Province)

Historical outline of the Western Han and the Wang Mangeriod
After Liu Bang (247195 BQ prevailed against his rixahng Yu (232202 BGQ and became ¢hfirst
emperor of the Han Dynastiitlé: Gaozu or Gaodi ), his first task was to consolidate powke
centralized system and many institutions of the Qin were more or less maintained, b bileBaag not as
harsh as that of Qin Shihuang.reerganized the empire into 13fecturesjon ) and 10 kingdomsv@ngguo
). Although the kingdoms were hereditarydkings, within less than two decades most of them were ruled by

relatives of Liu Bang. The faetures were headed by goverrstrsy ) appointed by the central government.

One important issue significant throughout most of the Han Dynasty was conflict with the Xiongrne
Xiongnuneeded to expand twing large number of peasants urdeir rule and doe the problem of gaining
hold of enougtprovisiors for the winterAfter the Xiongnu déeatedthe Yuezhi andthe Donghu , they
becameaformidable power. Xiongmaids were
regarded aathreat to the capital because th | g%
cavalryarmies could advance quicldg Han
Emperor Wudi determined to push
them back far enough to remove that threat.

Moreover, the consolidation of the cent
government had resulted in economic prospe
allowing for the development of metallurgy &
textiles, leading to an increase in traidb
Cental Asia and theXiongnuwere a threat to [Qiang]
this profitable tradeThe caravan routes had t
be protected, and 639 BCimperial envoy
Zhang Qian (ca. 16414 BQ was dis
patched to th&uezhito negotiate terms for al | The Western
alliance against the Xiongnu. Alieing held in | Han Dynasty
Xiongnu custody for about a decade, Zhel_
Qian returned emptyanded in 125 BC. A second mission to the Wusundid not yield immediate success
either, but Zhang Qian brought valuable, accurate information about the territories in shedfedvéi Yud

. At that time, dozens of independent ¢torgs existed in Xi Yu. Military operations uthtieyr Qubing

(1406117 BG and Wei Qing (?106 BQ in 121 BC and 119 BC resulted in impoxtatariesfor the Hatfi in
121 BC the road aloniget Hexi Corridorhexi zoulang ) to Xi Yu was occupied by the Han. In 104 BC a
Han armyunder the command of GenetalGuangli (788 BGQ embarked to Dayuan (Ferghana),

[Xianbei]

[Wuhuan]

[Xiongnu]

* Chang'an
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while another campaign took place in 102 BC. After that, many odepenidet states in the Tarim Basin paid
tribute to the Han. But while the Xiongnu were regarded as a threat by the Chinese, the reverse fivéisealso true
Xiongnu were weakened by the Han campaign$ar@edquantities of their cattle fell in Chinese h@hdswere

also troubled by lack of unity and internal strife because the Xiongnu were led by a numbectamulers)(

and the Xiongnu Empire collapsed in 58 BC.

The military expansion of the Han and especially their successful campaigns against the Xiongnu were decisive
factors for the establistent of trade routekroughthe Hexi corridor and the Tarim Basin tosReThe famous
Silk Roadstiaozhi lu ) had its starting point in Chéing and in the area of Dunhuang it split into
two routei northern and southefinto bypass the Tarim Basin and Taklamakan Desert. Chinese silk was traded as
far away as Rome,daim return products like precious stones and grapes came to China. However, trade developed
not as favourably as hoped for, and the cost of military campaigns and occupation drained the treasury. Subsequently,
the tax burden on the peasant populatioeased, sowing the seeds of unrest that would eventually lead to the fall
of the government.

During the Han Dynasty, the rise of the gestigr{shi ) as socie§ most influential force was completed.
Families thahad substantial lanidoldingsleased their land to tenants. Some members of these families lived on
their estates to collect the remhile other membertived in the capital or proviradi administrative centefihe
latter were mostly educated literati, someham entered officidbm Many gentry families remained in the ruling
elite for centuries or even more than 1000, yaaisgntry societyemained a characterigifcChina fromGaozu
until the 1940s. The rule of the Emperors Wendi (202157 BCr.179157 BQ and Jingdi (188141 BCr.

156141 BQ was a time of relative peace esmhomigrosperity. Thetandard of livingose, and many members
of the gntry devoted themselves to scholamshitstudiedancientwritings Confudan idealsvere popular among
the ruling classand in aboutt0O0 BCthe examination systefor officials was introduced whichmained in
operation untithe first years of the 2@entury

Under Emperor Wudi, the Han empire reached its peak. In thevesirtithe Great Wall was extended to
Yumen , and in 108 BC Chaoxian (Manchuria and northern Korea) was conquered8Veuapire also
included south China, theizhouPeninsula and even coastal areas of Vietnam. Expansion to the south
was not met with resistance as strong as that encoumtdgreaorth. In order to gain sufficient funds for military
campaigns, occupations and the construction of walls, the tax burden on peasants was increased, which led to the
impoverishment of the rural population. Besides paying taxes, another foreswt e peasants was military
serviceThe woes of the peasants became worse due to desastdrs likthe flooding of the Yellow River and
bad harvests.

Meanwhile, a succession crisis in the capital triggered a power struggle amongst geriftefatigodsath
of Emperor Yuandi (7533 BG r.4833 BQ, hiswidow ruled in the name of the new Emperor Chengdi
(52-7 BG r. 327 BQ. Her nephew Wang Mang was given an important gemrpostWang Mang secured

support also ithe imperial famyl and after the death of Empe#adi (261 BG r. 6-1 BQ, Wanginstalled
the 8-yearold Pingdi (9 BG6 AD, r.1-5 AD) as emperand acted as his regefte boy diedour years later
His baby success®tuzi (5-25?AD, r. 6-8 AD) wassoondepogd andWang took the thronkimself, pre

claiming the birth of the Xin Dynastyeibers of the imperidlanfamily in the capitaereremoved from office
andstripped of their rank and positi@xcepfor Wang Mags&upporters).

Wang Mang launched seveefbrms like abolishing private slawing, establishing goverent monopolies,
and implementing land reform. The state was allowed to keep its slaves, while the nationalization of gold and issuing
of a new currency made Wang Mang unpopular amongnterd¢tand reform, meanwhile, was largely a measure
to divestwealthyland owners of their property in order to deprive them of their power base. Walgdliaies
failed to improve the situation for the rural population, and in 18 AD the peasaits aragpeat popular
insurrection calledRed Eybrow® (chimei ). Along their march to the capital, the peasants looted and killed
officials. Descendants of the deposed imperial Hanffaanilgng them Liu Xiu (5 BG57 AD) and Liu Yan

(>23 AD)ii reemerged and gathered troops. Liu Xiu eventually gained the ngpeohquered the capital,

and had Wang Mang killed.

Technology and scienceculture, philosophy and the arts

After the Zhou Dynasty that had seen the birth of a great variety of philosophical schools, the Han Dynasty
produced rany books of philosophwit very fewfundamentally new ideaggalismféjia ), the doctrine of

the Qin Dynasty, was officially condemned, and Confucianjsm ( ) was adopted as the official ideology in its
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place. A new element in the official ideology was the concepi¥lahdate of Heavérftianming ), which had
as its ogins the teachings of Mengzi (372289 B(Q. The enperorwasresponsible only to Heavdwt rroral
behavioumwas necessaiy order to not to lose the mandate of hea@nindicator that the andatehad been
withdrawnwas the occurrenawtural disaster$he Confucian scholar Dong Zhongshu (179104 BC)
contributed to the adoption of Confucianism as official doctrine, and the establishment of an imperial academy
(taixue ) in 124 BC for fostering an elite was partly attributable ta@Dwitigtive.

Confucianism in the Han Dynasty was not the same as Cdighdasophy centered aroun~
man but was closely connected with the philosophy of Yand Yang and the theory of the Five
Elements wWuxing ). Cosmologic speculations were popular, as was ipgndéout the
relationship between heaven, earth, and man as well as the connection between natural .- <e
disasters and the rule of the emperor.

An important task for the Confucians was the reconstruction of works that had been burned during the Qin
Dynasty in 213 BC. Although many books were saved, the reconstrmetioadéncomplete, and alterations due
to error in oral tradition were unavoidable. Thusjas put e bet ween supporters of t
onew t eegansSuwero o Iméaninghose classicébld)texts which had survived the Qingmaptions
were found to b& opposition to th@inwen (new)texts which had been lost in the Qin and thesnstructed
and recorded from memory. Aftdd writings were discovdre i n t he wal |l s of Cothat uci uso
were said to have survived the Quinge a dispute about the interaton of Confucian texts and the status of
Confuciusfollowed The new text school, supported also by Dong Angsubsequentiyon approval in the
Han courtWangManghadancient Confucian scripts of the old schadtenin his favoto secure his legitimacy.

One of the most noteworthy writings of the Western Han isstogidal boolShiji by Sima Qian

(14592 BQ, acompendium of source materidlse Huathanzi is a philosophical classic that blends
Taoist, Confucianist, and Legalistcemts and is traditionally attributedLia An (179122 BC) An
important writer and poetf dhe Western Han w&dima Xiangu (179117 BC).The oldest known
Chinese dictionargEryad , was compiled around 200 BC. Hamhigecture was magnificent and technically
highly complexin 1972, Western Haara tombs were discovered in Mawangdui  (near Changsha, Hunan
Province) that contained artifacts like silk paintings and Veaeuer

Emperors of the Western Han Dynasty

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Han Gaozu or Gaodi Liu Bang 206/02195 BC |24#195 BC
(Xiao) Huidi Liu Ying 194188 BC 210188 BC
EmpresDowager LU Lu Zhi 187180 BC 241180 BC
(Xiao) Wendi Liu Heng 179157 BC 202157 BC
(Xiao) Jingdi Liu Qi 156141 BC  [188141 BC
(Xiao) Wudi Liu Che 14087 BC 15787 BC
(Xiao) Zhaodi Liu Fuling 86-74 BC 9574 BC
(Xiao) Xuandi Liu Xun 7349 BC 91-49 BC
(Xiao) Yuandi Liu Shi 4833 BC 7533 BC
(Xiao) Chengdi Liu Ao 327 BC 51-7 BC
(Xiao) Aidi Liu Xin 6-1 BC 261 BC
(Xiao) Pingdi Liu Kan 1-5 AD 9 BG6 AD
The Kid , rule: Wang Mang Liu Ying 6-8 AD 5-25

[Xin Dynasty ] Wang Mang 9-23 45 BG23 AD

Major events in contemporary world history

200 BC The Nazca Lines are carved into the surface of the South Peruvian desert
168 BC The Romans crush the Macedonians at Pydna

146 BC Rome conquers Carthage

48 BC Caesar defeats Pompey at the battle of Pharsalus (Greece)

44 BC March 15Assassination of Julius Cesar in Rome

14 AD Death of Augustus
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“  EASTERNHAN (23220AD)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Eastern Han i duration:197 years (2320 AD)rulingclan: Liu , capital: Luoyang  (Henan Province)

Historical outline
The death of Wang Mang did not mean
an immediate restoration of peace, order | & ;%
stability The peasant armies of thiRed Eye
brows (chimei ) were sli strong, and [N. Xiongnu]
among the various leaders of the Liu clan wi
had constituted the leadership of the Wesi
Han Dynasty were three men with ambition
become emperdrLiu Yan (?23 AD), Liu “Zf:::f’
Xiu (5 BG57 AD r.2557) and Liu Xuan ‘
(225 AD, r. 2325 AD). In 23 AD, Liu

Xuan was proclaimed emperor (title: Gengsh

). His cousin Liu Yan waspainted prime
minister but soon became the victim of intric
and was executed. Liu younger brother Liu | The Eastern
Xiu rebelled against Empet@engshiand de Han Dynasty
clared mmself emperor. Genlgi was defeatec
by Red Eyebrow troops in 25 AD and later killed by Réxtdayallies.

As EmperoiGuangwudi , Liu Xiu crushed the Red Eyebrow movement, and since@@hang had
been looted and burned down he chose Luoyangas hisnew capitalA phase of reconstruction and restoration
began. During the preceding chaos many peasants, land owners, and moneylenders had been killed, so many peasant
found themselves free of debt, and more land was available. The economy, espeeidothagriculture and
handicrafts, flourishedndgradually a landowning class reemerged.

Meanwhile, several regions in the south had become independent, and General Ma (14aBCd 49 AD)
was dispatched t@conquer themThe Eastern Hahterritorial ebension in the south was comparable with the
Western Hal, and there were even Chinese etties in Annam and Tonkin (today Vietnam)ln the
north, the Xiongnu were defeated by the Xianb and the Whuan , and split ito northern and
southern Xiongnu. Around 60 to 70 AD the Ximngegained strength, and a successful campaign by Eastern Han
General Dou Gu (?88 AD) was led against Turkestan in 73 Al sLicceedingmperor Zhangdi ,
conducted an isolationist policy, and a considerable part of Tubkektsaway from the Eastern Han. Emperor
Hedi did not continue fis isolationist course, and in 89 AD there was a new successful campaign against the
Xiongnu. Dou Guds deput(82102 &) mwasrsehteas anR@voy toGhe &aman Empire,
and in 97 AD Ban Ch a o d(b/d NiAbreachdd the #drstan @H.n  Yi ng

As in the Western Han, the military campaigns placed a great butdepeasants and caused an economic
downturn. The Eastern Han was thus weakened. Uprisings of the Qiargansu were successfully quelled, but
the crackdown took many years and consumed a lot of resources. At the imperial court, life had become more
luxurious, and the number of wives and eunuchs increased. Since the eunuchs were close to the emperor they
became an important political factor, often serving different interests than the ministers and scholars. (A sign of the
improved status of eunuchs waa th the 2 century AD they were granted the right to adopt children so that they
could pass on property.) As the provinces were difficult to control from a distance, around 150 p&tdhed
of generals commanding provincial troops grew. Cao Ca@155220 wasone of these commandesthers of
whom includedong Zhuo (139192) and his adopted dain Bu (156198) Yuan Shao (154202)
and his cousin Yuan Shu  (155199) Sun Ce (175200) and &ter Liu Bei (16%223. From 180 AD
on, therivalry between them escalated into warfare.

The strugglesf the cliques against each ottearsed consideraldistressn thecountryside. When conditions
becamalisastrousa mpular movemertiroke out in 184 ADtheo Ye | | o w (HDangjib a yy leddyZhang
Jue (?184. The uprising spread to the entire country and raged for about thirty years, causing death and

anbei
[S. Xiorgay] Loanbell

[Wuhuan]

.
Luoyang
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destruction. Although the movement was eventually suppressed by the joint efforts of all generals and cliques, it
weakened the Eastermamdtremendously, and it never fully recovered. Another uprising against the Eastern Han was
instigated by the Taoist sédfay of the Five Bushels of Ri¢g@udoumi dao ) in Sichuan.

In 189 AD, the death of Emperor Lingdi triggered a succession cridis Jin (?189 AD), regent for
the new infant emperor, was killed in a coup of the eumtrdsgopponentdatermassacredhore thar2000of
them The capital Lugang was then occupied and destroyed by DongsZhaaps. Dong moved the capital back
to Chan@n, deposed Lingiliinfant successor and installed EmpXiandi on the throne. Holding the
emperor was theritical factor for government control, because since Wang Mang the legalization of enthronement
was formalized by the transfer of thperial seal. Subsequently, imecama virtuaprisoner of one or another
of the generals.

Around 200 AD, only three major players remained. Cao Cao, the strongest of the warlords, controlled northern
China. Sun Ce and his brother Sun Quan (182252 controlled southeastern China around the middle and
lower Yangtze, and the southwest including Sichuan was held by Liu Bei. None of the warlords was strong enough to
defeat the others and bring the whole empire under his control, so civil war réiseltbdsion of China.

Technology and scienceculture and philosophy
The uprisings by the two Taoist secret soci@fefow Turbans and thedWay of the Five Bushels of Rice
suggested that Taoism was no longer a predominantly philosophical soWwow fbke teachings of Laozi
and Zhuangzi but had become more worldly. Although the old Taoist texts were regarded as central to their
ideology, Taoism also developed the features of a religious organization. The main objective of religious Taoism was
to prolong life, which was to be accomplished by special breathing exercises and sexual techniques. The Taoists also
looked for drugs that could help prolong life or even achieve immortality, thus aiding the develafprhentyof
and chemistry.

Buddhismwas introduced to China during the Han Dynasty and gained a foothold in Eagteaphian_uo
yang , but Buddhist learning and scholarship as well as exchanges with foreign missionaries flourished especially
after the decline of the Eastern Han and during the time of&Chiision. In then® century AD poverty drove
members of the lower classesBuaddhism, and educated circles became interested in Indian sciences. The
significance of trade routes between the East and the West like the Silk Road must not be underestimated because
they not only served to facilitate the exchange of goods buttatédtimviedge and ideas.

After Sima Qian in the Western Han, another important historian was Ban Gu3292 AD), the
author of hanshu , a history book subdivided by dynasty. The philosopher and poet Wang Chdig.
27-100 AD), author ofunheng , criticized superstition dadvocated free natural science, and his views were
regarded by the gentry as a criticism of all that was traditional. Xu Sh@ra. 58.49) was the author shuowen
jiei , an etymological dictionary with 9353 characters and 540 radicals.

Paper washe most important invention of the Eastern Han Dynasty. \WWbafucius compiled the Five
Classicsifujing ) during the Zhou Dynastigooks were written on slips of bamboo or wood or on silk. The use
of paper for writing in China was recorded as eatly5a80 although recent archaeological discoveries suggest
that paper was invented earlier than Zietng Heng (78139 invented the seismometeofeng didong yi

) and costructed a rotating celestial globe; astronomy was an important sdsjest bhe empedor

mandate came from Heaven. The mathematician and engineer Zhuge Lian{l81234) invented a crossbow
that could shoot several arrows at the same time.

Emperors of the Eastern HarDynasty

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Emperor Gngshi Liu Xuan 2325AD 225AD
Guangwudi Liu Xiu 2557 5 BG57 AD
Mingdi Liu Zhuang 5875 2875
Zhangdi Liu Da 76-88 57-88

Hedi Liu Zhao 89105 79106
Shangdi Liu Long 106 105106
Andi Liu Hu 107125 94125
Shundi Liu Bao 126144 115144
Chongdi Liu Bing 145 143145
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Zhidi Liu Zuan 146 138146
Huandi Liu Zhi 147167 132168
Lingdi Liu Hong 168188 156189
Liu Bian, minor emperor Liu Bian 189 175189
Xiandi , ruler: Cao Cao Liu Xie 18-220 181234

Major events in contemporary world history
ca. 29 AD Crucifixion of Jesus Christ

64 AD Execution of St. Peter
73 AD After three years, the Roman siege of Masada ends, the Zealots commit suicide
79 AD Aug. 24: Vesuvius erupts and destroggpBid and Herculaneum

113 AD Trajai® column is erected in Rome
180 AD Death of Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius

ITime of division between Han and Sui-&29)

Overview
After the fall of the Eastern Han Dynasty in 220 AD, China was divided into three statésgether the
period between the beginning of the Three Kingdsamgo shidai , 220280) and the establishment of

the Sui Dynasty in 581 was a complex period of division (except for the timeGhivem was briefly unified
again by the unstable Western Jin, which lasted a mere 51 years). The sharpest division was between northern
and southern China.
After the rulers of the Western Jin retreated to the south, marking the beginning of the rEastern Ji
northern China was fragmented into what is generally ca8tthen Natioris wuhu shiliuguo ). That
period was followed by tldorthern Dynasti€s(bei chao ). After the collapse of the Eastern Jin southern
China was ruled by four shtived states called tB8outhern Dynasti@gnanchao ). Some historians combine
the Northern Dynasties and the Southern Dynasties in théSeuthern and Northern Dynasti¢sanbeichao
).
The following table makes this period easier to underdaxidstands for the Six Dynastibschao ), a
category that is used by some historians for six states in southethédhiaguital werelianye andJiankang
,respectively (o day 6 s Ndangsu Pmogince)

Northern China | Southern China
Thre&ingdoms (226280)
Wei (CaoWei ): 220265 Ishu  (Minor Han/Shu Han  ): 221263 |wu : 222280[6D]
Jn Dynasty (= Western Jin ): 265316
The Sixteen Nations :304439‘“Eastern]n Dynasty  :317419[6D]
Northern Dynasties (386581) Southern Dynasties (420589)
NorthernWei : 386534 Song  /Liu Song 1 420479[6D]
EasternVei : 534550 Qi /Southern Qi : 479502[6D]
Western Wei  : 535557 Liang /Southern Liang :502557[6D]
NorthernQi : 550577 Chen /SouthernChen : 557589[6D]
NorthernZhou : 577581

“ THE THREE KINGDOMS: CAO WEI, SHU HAN, WU (220280)
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List of the Three Kingdoms

" Wei (akaCao Wei ) [ruling clanCao ]: 220265 (duration 45 years), capitabyang (Henan
Province)
Shu (akaMinor Han/Shu Han ) [rulingclaniLiu ]: 222263 (duration 42 years), caitaénglu
(Sthuan Province)
Wu  (one of tigix Dynastidsiling clanSun ]: 222280 (duration 58 years), capltaiye (todays
Nanjing, Jiangsu Province)

Historical outline

The Three Kingoms were, as the name suggests, a period in which three competorgskfogght for
supremac¥ach ruler of the Three Kingdoms claimed to be the legitimate ruler of &l &tenthedst emperor
of the Han abdicated in favor 620C a 0sdn
Cao Pi , thetwo other army commander | = B 84X,
Liu Bei and Sun Quan declared
thenselves emperot.iu Bei claimed to be a
member of deposed Han imperial family, |
the ruler of WeiGGao Weideclaredthat thelast
Hanemperomhadhanded over powatongwith
the mperial seal§VhileWu never attempted tc
conquerall of Ching Wei was more ambitious
but althoughits aea was rich and densely
populatedthe events at the end of Han had il
flicted great economatamage to .ilt was yet
poweful enough to defeat ShHan in 263.
Meamwhile, the Sima family had gradually gai | The Three
influence in Wei, and after Ca& Beath the Si | Kingdoms
ma family controlled the government. T..C
throne was finally usurped in 265 by Sima Yan who proclaimedhe birth of the Jin Dynasty (Western Jin).

Wu was weakened by power struggles after the death of Sun Quan, and when Jin annexed Wu in 280, China was
unified again, albeit for less than four decades.

Emperors of Cao Wei

Title Personal rame Reign Born/died
King of Wei , posthumous namEmperor Wudi Cao Cao 215220 155220
Wendi Cao Pi 220226 187226
Mingdi Cao Rui 227239 206-239
Shaodi /Cao FangKing of Qi Cao Fang 240253 232274
Duke of Gaoguiown Cao Mao 254259 24-260
Emperor Yuandi , King of Chenliu Cao Huan 260265 246302

Emperors of Shu Han

Title Personal name  |Reign Born/died
Zhaoliedi Liu Bei 221222 163223
The Later Ruler Liu Shan Liu Shan 223263 207271

Emperors of Wi

Title Personal name  |Reign Born/died
Dadi Sun Quan 221251 182252
Sun Liang, King of Kuaiji Sun Liang 252257 243260
Jingdi Sun Xiu 258263 23H-264
Sun Hao, Marquis of Wucheng Sun Hao 264280 242284
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Major events in contempoary world history
224 Parthia falls to the Sassanians under Ardashir I, who founds a new dynasty
250 The Classical Period of the Maya civilization begins

“ JIN DYNASTY WESTERNJN (265316)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Jin /Western Jin  f duration; 5lyears (26816),ruling clan: Sima , capita Luoyang (Henan
Province) Chan@n (todays Xi@n, Shaanxi Province)

Historical outline

During the beginning of the Western Jin, the peé@bae¢swere improved by the implementation of a new land
distribution systenefiantianzhi ). But soon aftethe death ofSima Yan several influential families
started struggling for power, a conflict caifédaos of the eight prindetba wang zhi luan ) which
escalated into a civil war between 300 ahdwBihg the reign of Sima Basuccessor, Huidi . Meanwhile, the
Xiongnu under Liu Yuan and his successors had gained strength in the north and took advantage of the
chaos by conducting invasions into Jin territory. Liu8Ya@m Liu Cong captued Luoyang in 311 and

took Jin Emperor Huaidi prisoner. Huaidi was killed in 313, and the Jin moved their capital @rChang

Since the power struggle among the princes continued ir@@8héhmids successor Mindi  was unable to
improve his milary situation. When the Xiongnu attacked again in 316, Mindi had to surrender, and the Jin
collapsed. While the Xiongnu established the HRarmer Zhao , many Jin princes, generals, and members

of the gentry fled to the south and established the Edistern in Jiankang (todayg Nanjing).

Emperors of the Western Jin

Title Personal hame Reign Born/died
Wudi Sima Yan 265289 236290
Huidi Sima Zhong 290306 259306
Huaidi Sima Chi 30%312 284313
Mindi Sima Ye 313316 300317

Major events in contemporary world history
284305 Reign of Roman Emperor Diocletian

NORTHERN CHINA : THE SXTEEN NATIONS PERIOD (304439)

Overview
The period of the Sixteen Natiomaifiu shiliuguo , literallydl6 kingdoms of 5 barbarian trideshich
lasted for 135 years (3BB) was one of the most chaotic periods in EHiigdory. Northern China was divided
into several shatived states led mostly by ABhinese minorities, a battleground for tribal kingdoms and some
remnant Chinese milijachieftains. The territory of the Sixteen Nations was limited mostly to an area including
todays Hebei, Sindong, Shanxi, Shaanxi, Gansu, and Sichuan Provinces.
The five dominant tribes of that period were the Xiongnuy, Jie , Di , Qiang , andXianbei . Di
and Qiang were Tibetan tribes, the Qiang were alscodddisgrn Roni . The Jie were related to the Xiong
nu and probably to the modern Pamir Tajiks. The Xianbei were nomadic people, probabjoaguotsmtribe
and descendants of the Donghu ; the Tuoba who would later end the Sixteen Nations arfy moithern
China under the Northern Wei Dynasty fi the first of the Northern Dynasties i were a Xianbei clan.

List of the states in the Sixteen Nation$eriod

No. |State Dates |Capital/s (province/s) Ethnic origin
1 Han 304329 |Pingyang (Shanxi) Xiongnu 3
Former Zhao Ch a n g & a$haanxi)
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2 Cheng Han 304347 |Chengdu (Sichuan) Di EJ
3 Later Zhao 319351 |Ye (Hebei) Jie 5

4 Former Liang 314376 |Guzang (Gansu) Han 6

5 Former Yan 349370 |Longcheng (Liaming) Ye  (Hebei) |Xianbei 6

6 Former Qin 352394 |Ch a n g 6 a$haanxi) Di 11
7 Later Yan 384409 |Zhongshan (Hebei) Xianbei 15
8 Later Liang 386403 |Guzang (Gansu) Di 9

9 Later Qin 384417 |[Ch a n g 6 a$haanxi) Qiang EJ
10 |Southern Liang 397414 |Xiping , Ledu (Qindhai) Xianbei 11
11  |Western Qin 385431 |Yuanchuan (Gansu) Xianbei 14
12  |Southern Yan 400410 |Guanggu (Shadong) Xianbei EJ
13 |Western Liang 400421 |Dunhuang , Jiuguan (Garsu) Han 16
14 |Xia 407431 |Tongwan (Shaanxi) Xiongnu NW
15 |Northern Yan 409439 |Longcheng (Lianing) Han NW
16 Northern Liang 401439 |Zhangye (Gansu) Xiongnu NW

The last columon the rghtin this table reveals which other state the state in the respective line was defeated by or
which followed after its collapse: EBastern Jin (817419, one of the Six Dynasties ), NW = Northern
Wei (386534)

Historical outline
The first of theSixteen Nations, the Han (calledoNorthern Harb by some historians), was founded by
Liu Yuan , @ charismatic Xiongnu leader and descendant of Mo DuMo Du had cooperated with the
Western Han centuries before, and he and his successors had @hmiesk princesses. Liu Yuan, who had
adpted the family name of the Han Dynastyling clan and received a Chinese education, had the ambition to be
the ruler of all of China, but his vision was shared neither by other fellow Xiongnu leaderg like Shotby
Liu Yuar® successors Liu Cong and Liu Yao ; the latter renamed Han Former Zhao . Shi Le opposed
Chinese methods and favored the old weamdorad traditions. He later annexed Former Zhao and made himself
emperor of the Later Zhao

The Late Zhao lasted little more than three decades, which wap@iskimatelthe average lifespan of the
kingdoms in the Sixteen Nations Period. Among theselsiedrkingdoms, the Former Qin , founded by Fu
Jian , iIs noteworthy. Fu Jian was a membéhefTibetan Di tribe and (like Liu Yuan) had received a Chinese
education. The most important characteristic of his kingdom was its adoption of a military organization instead of a
tribal structure, and, at least in its early years, it also enjoyedgbpamemong the Chinese gentry. In addition to
cavalry, Fu Jian also built up the infantry, and after he annihilated thelLiorgner in 376, the Former Qin
becamdhe supreme power in the north, holding Luoyang and @hanyl controlling the routes to Turkestan.
After a failed attempt to invade the Eastern Jin in 383, the instability of the Former Qin and the faltetrivfy suppor
the Chinese gentry spelled the end of the kingdom. The Sixteen Nations Period came to an end in 439, when the
Xiarbei clan of the Tuoba (original name: Tabgach) brought the whole of northern China under its control and
established the Northern WeheTend of the Sixteen Nations also marked the end of the Xaignificance in
China history.

All'in all, the Sixteen Nations was a period of devastation for northern China. Agricultural production collapsed
and many Chinese peasants were robbdtkifpossessions and livelihood or were killed. Landowners, officials,
and the aristocracy fled to the south. These dire circumstances proved favourable for the spread of Buddhism. When
the foreign Buddhist monks found little approval among the locat€ geatry, they turned to the middle and
lower classes. The doctrine of the afterlife was especially popular among the poor who had suffered a lot, because
the thought of reincarnation and a subsequent life of better conditions gave them hGp&édsenlers who
needed educated people for their administration usually enjoyed little support among the Chinese gentry, so they
turned to the foreign Buddhist monks. The rulers being foreigners themselves, it was easier for them to accept a
foreign religion,lgnough many of them retained their own mixture of worship of Heaven and shamanism. The
Buddhist monks used their growing influence to spread religious propaganda. To sum up, the real significance of the
Sixteen Nations Period lies in two fadts the first time in Chinese history, the economic and cultural center of
China was shifted to the south; and the Sixteen Nations Period was crucial for the spread of Buddhism.
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Major events in contemporary world history

337 Death of Roman Emperor Constantine
404 The Vulgate version of the Latin Bible is completed by Jerome
410 The Visigoths under Alaric sack Rome

7

THE NORTHERN DYNASTIES(386581)

List of the Northern Dynasties (38681)

Northern Wei [ruling clan: Tuoba /Yuan , ethnic Xianbei ]: 386534 (duration 148 years),
capitals Piucheng (todays Datong , Shanxi Provincelugyang (Henan Provine)

EasternWei [ruling clan: Yuan , ethnic Xianbei]: 53850 (duration 16 years), capital Ydtodays
LinzhangCounty , Handan City , Hebei Province)

Western Wei [ruling clan: Yuan , ethnic Xianbei]: 5357 (duration 22 years), capital Chang
(today Xi@n , Shaanxi Province)

NorthernQi [ruling clan: Gao ]: 550577 (duration 27 years), capital Ye

NorthernZhou [ruling clan: Yuwen , ethnic Xianbei]: 57381 (duration 4 years), capital: Ciaang

Historical outline

The NorthernWei were the successors of tHate of Dai that had emergedin 315 in Inner
Mongolia/Shanxivith its capitalat Shengle ( t osdHeliggérCounty , Hohhot City ,
Inner Mongolia ). The Da first king was Tuoba Yilu . In 376,Dai was defged by the Former
Qin (one of the Sixteen Natignsf Fu Jian . Duringthe subsequent collapsfethe Former Qin, Dai
was refounded by the toba aghe Northern Weiin 386, and after defeating the Rouran tribe, the Tuoba
conquered the other kingdornms the north one after anotlieXia in 431, and Northern Yan and
Northern Liang in 439. In 440, northern China was completely under the control of the Northern Wei

The early years of the Northern Wei were marked bgietrdopment of agriculture apthgmaticad
ministrative measurdg. order to be able to govern the Chinese population, the Tuoba adopted a Chinese ad
ministration system, and gradually more and more administrative posts were given to Chinese. The Tuoba court
encouraged assimilatiodarcommended intermarriage, so many Tuoba married into families of the rich Chinese
gentry. In the course of time the cdagtame completely sinified, and Chinese became the only official language.
Emperor Xiaowendi changed the family name of the ruling clan from Tuoba to Yusm494 the capital
was transferred from Pingcheng to Luoyang in order to claim dominion oa#rChina, but the transfer also
had practical reasons since Luoyang was more accessible as it lay along a navigable river.

The result of the transfer of the capital was a shift of Northe@npdiétical center to the south, a step that
increased the tnal tension which would eventually destroy the Northern Wei. There was a growing alienation
between the sinified central government and the Tuoba tribe leaders whose herds had lost their value after the
capitab transfer. The Tuoba nobles were sepdiratadtheir tribes, and the court did not allow them to return to
the north. Incursions of the Rouran across the neglected northern border led to a mutiny of the military, who
conquered the capital and massacred Chinese &klimgee Tuoba, and the Nath Wei split into th@/estern
Wei and Eastern Wei

The clash between the traditional Tuoba on one side and-ieimpese Tuoba and Han Chinese on the other
side continued after the end of the Northern Wei. Han Chinese Gao Yaragsumed power in the Eastern Wei
and estaidhed the Northern Qi , which was supported by the Chinese gentry. Xianbei Yuwen Jue
assumed power in the Western Wei and established the Northern Zhauhich was supported by rsinified
Tuoba. The war between Northern Zhou and Northern Qi wefiar anore than a decade, but in 577 Northern Qi
was annihilated by Northern Zhou.

The Northern Zhou was soon weakened by intrigues and assassinations within the ruling group, and real power
passed from the emperor and his Tuoba entourage to the Chine$amilgnd\ daughter of Yang Jian
became the wife of Northern Zhou Emperor Wudi , while other family members were also related to or
connected with the imperial house. Yang Jian gained great power and prestige from his family tor&ictions.
Yang Jia massacred the members of the imperial family and declared himself emperor of the new Sui Dynasty
With the end of the Northern Dynasties, the Tuoba and Rouran disappeared from the annaisto$tGtyina
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Emperors of Tuoba-Wei/Northern Wei [Xianbei]

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Daowudi or Taizu ; Ruler of Dai |Tuoba Gui 386408 371409
Mingyuandi Tuoba Si 409423 392423
Taiwudi or Shizu Tuoba Dao , changed 424451 408452
dynasty name to Wei
Tuoba Yu, king of N a|Tuoba Yu 452 2452
Wenchengdi Tuoba Jun 452465 440465
Xianwendi Tuoba Hong 466470 454476
Xiaowendi , moved capital to Lyang |Yuan Hong , changed family|47%499 467499
name to Yuan
Xuanwudi Yuan Ke 500515 483515
Xiaomingdi or Suzong Yuan Xu 516528 510528
Xiaozhuangdi Yuan Ziyou 528530 50%530
Yuan YeKing of Changguang Yuan Ye 530531 2532
Jiemindi Yuan Gong 531532 498532
Yuan Lang, king of Anding Yuan Lang 532 513532
Xiaowudi Yuan Xiu 532534 51653
Emperors of Eastern Wei [Xianbei]
Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Xiao Jingdi Yuan Shanjian 534550 524551
Emperors of Western Wei [Xianbei]
Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Wendi Yuan Baoju 535551 507551
Feidi Yuan Qin 551-554 2554
Gongdi Yuan Kuo 554556 53%557
Emperors of Northern Qi
Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Wenxuandi Gao Yang 550559 529559
Feidi Gao Yin 560 545561
Xiaozhaodi Gao Yan 560561 535561
Wuchengdi Gao Zhan 561565 537568
Hou Zhu Gao Wei 565577 556577
Youzhu Gao Heng 577 570577
Emperors of Northern Zhou [Xianbei]
Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Xiao Mindi Yuwen Jue 557 542557
Mingdi Yuwen Yu 557560 53-560
Wudi Yuwen Yong 561578 543578
Xuandi Yuwen Yun 579 559580
Jingdi Yuwen Chan 579581 573581

Major events in contemporary world history

The Vulgate version of the Latin Bible is completed by Jerome

404
410 The Visigoths under &lic sack Rome
475 The keyholshaped tomb of the ®5/amato

Osaka (Japan)

Emperor Nintoku
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526 Death of Roman Emperor Theodoric the Great
537 The Hagia Sophia is completed in Constantinople

SOUTHERN CHINA : EASTERNJN (317-419)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Eastern Jin i duration: 1@ years (3t419)rulingclan: Sima , capital: Jiankang  (todays Nanjing
, Jiangsu Province)

Historical outline Jbék /R &
After the invasion of the Xiongnu , the Jin

(i.e. Western Jin ) movel south and
established the Eastern Jin in Jiankang. 1
were accompanied by princes, generals,
many members of the gentry who fled to 1
southto avoid persecutiorThe population in
the south at that time consisted not only
nonChinese ethnic gups but also of Han
Chinese immigrants who had moved to -
fertile Yangtze valley with its favourable clim
around the time of the beginning of the Thr
Kingdoms in the third century AD. | China in
While the old immigrants had become wea | 400 AD
landbwners and had no awection to the north,
the new immigrants were politically ambitious militarists with no wealth or land, having no firm rooting in the south
but familyties to the occupied areas in the north. The newcomers tried to grab as much land as possible, and soon
conflicts between the two immigrant groups emerged. However, the population movement brought also new agri
cultural techniques to the souttsultingn the development of agriculture (which was also stimulated by increased
demand due to the growing population, leading to higher prices), more trade, and overall economic prosperity.

The rulers of the Eastern Jin lacked political astuteness, and thyevsasaracterized by short reigns of
weak emperors (11 emperors in 102 years), many of them dominated by General Yu hidioge sister was
the mother of Emperor Chengdi . Another familiar phenomenon was court intrigue and morphous alliances
between seral influential families against each other. In 440 the ambitious military leader Liunarched on
the capital where warlord Huan Xuan had assumed power and drove him away; Huan Xuan was the son of
General Huan Wen who had conquered Sichuan in B¢Mefeating Cheng Han  (one of the Sixteen
Nations). Liu Yu restored the emperor to his throne, but the real power was. Liud{% Liu conquered the Later
Qin , and in 420 he made himself emperor of the new Song Dynéalso called Liu Song to avoid
confusion with the Song Dynasty [A@09]), the first of the Southern Dynasties.

Eastern

Jin

Emperors of the Eastern Jin

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Yuandi Sima Rui 317322 276322
Mingdi Sima Shao 322325 299325
Chengdi Sima Yan 325342 321342
Kangdi Sima Yue 342-344 322344
Mudi Sima Dan 344-361 343361
Aidi Sima Pei 361-365 341365
Sima Yi, duke of Haixi Sima Yi 366-371 342386
Jianwendi Sima Yu 371372 320-372
Xiaowudi Sima Yao 372-396 361-396
Andi Sima Dezong 3%-418 382418
Gongdi Sima Dewen 419420 386421
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Major events in contemporary world history
330 Roman mperor Constantine the Great (:337) movethe capital to Byzantium
410 Sacking of Rome by the Visigoths

“ THE SOUTHERN DYNASTIES(420589)

List of the Southern Dynasties (42€589)
" Song /Liu Song [ruling clan: Liu ]: 420479 (duration 59 years), capitahkang (todays
Nanijing , Jiangsu Province)
Qi /Southern Qi [ruling clan: Xiao ]: 479502 (duation: 23 years), capitainkang
Liang /Southern Liang [ruling clan: Xiao ]: 502557 (duration 55 years), cagi@kang
Chen /Southern Chen [ruling clan: Chen ]: 557589 (duration 32 years), cagitakang

Historical outline
After Liu Yu had brought the Eastern Jin to an end by establishing the Song Dynas{iLiu Song
), the intrigues and struggles of cliques against each other that had plagued the Eastern Jin continued. The Tuoba

of the Northern Wei began a lengthy military caigpaagainst Liu Song, and the kingdom was further

weakened by uprisings led by princes from 460 onward. Liu Song was finally overthrovidabgh€iag

who created the Qi Dynasty (Southern Qi ). Neither the Southern Qi nor its successor kingdoms was

particularly stable. In 502 Emperor Xiao Yan changed the name of the Southern Qi to Lian¢Southern

Liang ). After the Northern Zhou invaded Hubei and captured Hankou where Lian§ emperor

resided, General Chen Baxian in the eastern part of thkéngdom took power and established the Chen

Dynasty (Southern Chen ), a feeble kingdom located in the lower Yangtze valley. When Chen was defeated

by Yang Jian and incorporated into the Sui Dynastyin 589, China was again unified.

Emperors of Liu-Sorg

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Wudi Liu Yu 420422 363422
Shaodi Liu Yifu 422423 406424
Wendi Liu Yilong 423453 407453
Xiaowudi Liu Jun 453464 430464
Qian Feidi Liu Ziye 464465 449465
Mingdi Liu Yu 465472 439472
Hou Feidi Liu Yu 472477 463477
Shundi Liu Zhun 477479 469479
Emperors of Qi

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Gaodi Xiao Daocheng 479482 427482
Wudi Xiao Ze 482493 440493
Mingdi Xiao Luan 494498 452498
Donghunhou Xiao Baojuan 498501 483501
Hedi Xiao Baorong 501502 488502
Emperors of Liang

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Wudi Xiao Yan 502549 464549
Jianwendi Xiao Gang 549551 503551
Yuandi Xiao Yi 552555 508554
Jirgdi Xiao Fangzhi 555557 543558
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Emperors of Chen

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Wudi Chen Baxian 557559 503559
Wendi Chen Qian 559566 522566
Feidi Chen Bozong 566568 554570
Xuandi Chen Xu 569582 530582
Hou Zhu Chen Shubao 582589 553604

Major events in contemporary world history

475 The keyhokshaped tomb of the ®5ramato Emperor Nintoku (d. 399) is completed in
Osaka (Japan)

526 Death of Roman emperor Theodoric the Great

537 The Hagia Sophia israpleted in Constantinople

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTBETWEEN 220AND 589

The spread of Buddhism and its impact

Before220 ADBuddhism hado realinfluence inrChina.The variation of Buddhism that found its way to China

was Mahayana Buddhism (also caltathisirn Buddhismgache in Chinese, popular in Korea and Japan as

well). Closer to original Buddhism was Hinayana Buddhism (also called Southern Baddhism, in Chinese,

popular in Burma, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Sri Lanka). When Budeéhidrfr@prindia to Central Asia

and China, it incorporated major elements of the local cultures. Mahayana Buddhism proved to be particularly
tolerant and adaptable, developing into a popular religion that spoke of salvation.

Although Buddhism hadndoubedly a great impact on China after 220 AD, it did not affect all classes of
society in the same wiihile it was widely accepted among the poor and lower classdsrin ma@thern China
and also often by neébhinese rulers during the Sixteen Nationsd?and the Northern Dynasties, it was far less
succedsl among the Chinese gentry and Confucian scholars. Indeed, some aspects of Buddhism were found in
compatible with orthodox Confucian tradition. Life as a Buddhist monk meant not to be ablehte fuifids to
family and state, while celibacy violated the concept of filial piety because the continuity of ancester worship re
quired male offspring. Nevertheless Confucian schola@sighidne Buddhism but reacted to tallengeét re-
presented bgngaging in scholarly debates and writing critical or sometimes even polemic essays (e. g. Fan Zhen

, author ofoMortality of the Sodl[shenmielun  ]) concerning it.

Under the Tuoba who ruled northern China between 386 and 534 in the Northern WeBBuddhism
became the official religion. The construction of Buddhist cave temples was influenced by a Tuoba myth that their
ancestors had come to the world from a sacred grotto, and the Tuoba constructed spectacular cave temples in the
vicinity of their caplgi the Yungang Caves close to their first capital Pingcheng (todays Datong

, Shanxi Provincegnd the Longmen Caves nearLuoyang (Henan Province). Magnificent
caves were also built in Gansu: the Thousand Buddha Caves of Dunhuang (also called Mo Caves

) and the Maijishan Caves . These caves show how much theduction of Indian art left its
mark on Chinese sculpture and painfinchitectural structures of different kinds were related with Buddhism as
well: pagodas, temples, monasteries dodsstalthough they were often wooden structures that haveviveidsur
to the present day.

Buddhism didé remain confined to a religious and cultural role but also became a factor in the economy:
monasteries accumulated large estates, temples becantd laeallords, and merchants supported Buddhist
monasteries, using them as banks and warehouses. On the other hand, some measures were also taken to limit the
power of Buddhism. In 446 the Northern Wei ordered the destruction of statues of Budd@alaoiditim of
monasticism, and after the Northern Zhou issued an edict ordering the confiscation of temple property,
thousands of monks were defrocked. Buddhdavelopment in the north was matched by that in the south In the
Southern Liang Dynasty  Emperor Wudi abdicated and became a monk, and in its capital Jiankang
there were more than 500 monasteries housing approximately 100,000 monks and nuns.

The spread of Buddhism brought about a vivid intellectual exchange with dozens of monk deleglatigpns
to India, the most famous one led by the monk Faxianwho set out in 399. After returning to China in 414, he

33



i A f THE HISTORY OFCHINA: A SUMMARY 1 fi i

wrote a0A Record of Buddhist Kingdom&oguoji ). According to some sources, approximately 3000 foreign
Buddhist monks resided indyang between 500 and 515. Large translation offices were set up to translate Buddhist
sutras into Chinese.

Other cultural developments
With northern China a battlefield, numerous members of the rich Chinese gentry fled to the south, and poets and
scholas gathered around the capitals and courts of the south. The famous calligrapher Wang Xizhnative
of Shandong Province, spent most of his life in Zhejiang Provinc&ashfl@anming (akaTao Qian
), the most famous writer and poet of his time, lived in pasediangxi Province.

Among the most important writings of the period @l Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons
(wenxin diaolong ) by Liu Xie , the first book of literary criticism to be written in the Chinese language.
An anthology of literature entitlé8elected Literatuiéwenxuan ) was compiled by Xiao Tong , a prince
from the Southern Liang Dynasty .Li Daoyuan wrote a major work on geograpilyCommentary on
the Classic of Waterwéyshuijingzhu ). During the Three Kingdoms, Taiwan was mentioned for the first
time in Chinese geographical recordieuthe name Yizhou , meaningbarbarous regidnJia Sixie
was the author of Chi@dirst agricultural encyclopedizssential Skills for Common Pedgtgmin yaoshu

). In the natural scienc&sj Chongzhi succeeded in calculating the mattieatdiguren (3 as being
betweer8.1415926nd 3.141592(Actual value 3.141592653589793238).

I The Sui Dynast{p89618)

Duration, ruling clan, capital

Sui A duration: 37 years (5818),ruling clan: Yang , capitalsDaxingcheng /IChangoan osdayd
X i 6 a n Shaanxi Provingelluoyang (Henan Provincg)iangdu (today6s Yaiangss h ou
Province)

Historical outline
In 581 Yang Jian  assumed power in the
Northern Zhou in an bloodlessoupdatat &
and established the Sui Dynastylts capith
Changdoams called o0Da
at that timeWith the defeat of the Chel i [Khican]
Dynasty  in the south, China was unifie ”i":;f:]" .
again. Ahough short, the Sui Dynasty w.
important because of its accomplishments.
Sui Dynasty not merely reestablishedalzed
power, but institutional reforms carried out
this time and the engineering marvel that °
the Grand Canab&yunhe ) were crucial
to Chind integration after centuries of divisic
and paved the way for the glory of the s
ceeding Tang Dysty , and making the Sui
significant transitional period from division
unity.

Duringthelong period of division, northern and southern China had developed in different ways and as a result
had very different social and economic structures. Ther&mlsted the bureaucracy, albeit keeping many
functions of the former states in the north or simply renaming them. A new legal code was introduced; the currency,
measures, and weights were standardized; and tax collection was made more efficitmin#figgrieultural
production increased. At the same time, YanQ dmam EmperotVendi A reduced the use of forced labor.

Wendi hailed from the area around Cé@angnd was a devout Buddhist. With a military background and having

[Tuyuhun] Luoyang
.

Chang'an .

[Tufan] Jiangdu

The Sui
Dynasty
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anttintellectual tendencies, he was a practical man who did not trust Confucian scholars.

After Wends death in 604 his second son ascended the throne as Emperor Yanduit his succession is
regarded as illegitimate by most historians; according to Chinese sources, Wendi was killed by Yangdi. Yangdi was an
unsavoury character, and to satisfy his extraidgstyle and his love for palaces, hundreds of thousands of people
were conscripted into construction gangs. He moved the capital to Luoyaagd later established Jiangdu
as another capital. Besides the construction of palaces and the Gran@r@ainadpntinued to build defensive
walls in the north, a process that had begun under Wendi.

In retrospective, the construction of the Grand Canal was probably the most spectacular achievement of the Sui
Dynasty. After the capital was moved to Luoyamgdyardered the construction of the canal system to facilitate
the transport of grain to the capital, a move that was also welcomed by many members of the gentry because the
canal made it much easier for them to sell their produce. About a milliowpeapeessed into service between
587 and 608 to complete the canal. The canal linked the new capital Jiangdu on the lower Yavitjtze
Changan (situated not far from the Wei River , a tributary of the Yellow River ), and by 608 Luoyang (on
the Luo Ryer , another tributary of the Yellow River) was connected with Pekingis well. This mamade
waterway could be used by large freight barges with a capacity of up to 800 smsfiddreef the Grand
Canal can hardly be overstated, it remainedndis¢ important communication route between northern and
southern China until the f1@entury. Besides its importance for the economy and trade, it was invaluable to the
integration of northern and southern China and also important for the ihevelopChinese culture.

The necessity to control trade routes with the West and access to Central Asia brought the Suiwitb conflice
the Tuyuhun on the western border. Theyhun lived in the extreme north of Tibet, and while their
ruling class was @arenly of Xianbei origin, the people were Tibetan.609 the route to Central Asia
through the Gansu Corridor was maalfe sigain. More problematic though was the conflict with the Tujue
While the Xiongu had not been a threat since the end of the Sixteen Nations Period, the ethnic Turkish
Tujue had risen in the north as a force to be reckoned with. Luckily far the Bujue split into two factions in
581 that could be played off against one other. Regarding the Tujue, diplomacy proved more effective than military
expeditions.

Furthermore, several unsuccessful Sui military camagajnsthe Koguryo in Korea we related to the
conflict against the Tujue. The Koreans had sought an alliance with the Tujue, so the Sui attacked Korea to avoid a
situation in which there would be enemies on multiple fronts. However, the Sui overextended themselves with their
incursims into Korearesulting irdisastrous military setbaekslrebellionsOn the other hand, between 600 and
609 Japa@ rulerShotoku Taishi (574622) sent four delegations to China, marking the start o Japan
inclusion into the Chinese cultural sphe

Yangds military campaigns and costly construction projects ended the period of prosperity that had begun
under his father. The heavy burden imposed on the people by grain taxes, military recruitment, and forced service in
selfserving construction @ects led to widespread impoverishment. Around 615 when the Sui suffered a military
defeat against the Eastern Tujue, several uprisings erupted in different parts of the country. Alr&adg in 613
Xuangan (son of influential Generafang Su ) had led a rebellion in the Luoyang area. Besides peasant
uprisings like those led Bgai Rang  , Dou Jiande , and others, the emperor started to lose the support
of the gentry. In 616 Yangdi reteghto Jiangdu where his base of support was, but in 618 was assassinated by
GeneralYuwen Huaji . Yangds nephew was stalled as new emperor, but Li Shimin  and his
father Li Yuan , who in 617 had captured Changwith the help of Turkish trogpater installed Yan@di
grandson as emperor. Meanwhile, Wang Shichong installed another puppet emperor in Luoyang. Before
long, Liu Yuan took the place of the puppet emperor he had instalideckmddimself emperor of the new
Tang Dynasty, buttook another five years until the competing leaders who had made themselves independent were
defeated and the whole empire came under the control of the Tang.

Emperors of the Sui Dynasty

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Wendi Yang Jian 5864 541-604
Yangdi Yang Guang 604617 569617
Gongdi Yang Yu 618 611618
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Major events in contemporary world history

585 The Visigoths conquer Sueves in Spain

590 The papacy of Gregory the Great begins (until 604)

ca. 610 Muhamnad (570632), prophteof Islam, has his first relevatammd begins to preach in Mecca

I The Tang Dynas(%18907)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Tang f duration: 288 years (6486),rulingclan: Li , capitalsChangodo an oday 6s, SKaankia n
Province)Luoyang (Henan Province)

Historical outline

The Tang Dynasty was the most powet %(1)
0Chinesed dynasty si
and is widely regar
Chinese history. Not only weits territorial

holdings greater than those of any previo
period, the Tang Dynasty also witnessed

markable cultural devefopnt.

The first emperor of the Tang Dynasty,
Yuan (posthumous title: Gaozu ) had
beena military commander of the Sui Dyna:

and rose to power in 618 with the aid
Turkish troops. It tok Gaozufive yearsto
defeatrival claimants to the throne and o
solidate power. Gaoz
had contributed a gr suc
cess but was not named heir to the throne because he was not the eldest son. In 626 tessibnSihietimeand
his brothers escalated into an armed clash. Li Shimin emerged victorious, killed hsnbltbikiefamiliesand
forced Gaozu to abdicate in his f avasopoobably theimoss stablni n & s
and prosperauperiod in the Tang Dynasty, and under his son and successor Gaozadhg dynasty was further
consolidated.

In 640 a woman named Wu Zetian (akawu Zhao or later Empress Wu ) was intrduced ito
Taz ongds court as conclwmbizmen gfder dtetad he mme r6alQ. shfet edorec am
emperotr Gaozongfell in love with her and made her his concubine. She had two sons with Gaozong ahd replace
the (childless) Empress Wang in 655. Empress Wang was cruelly killed shorlwaftls, and Wu Zei a n 6 s
son Li Hong was named heir to the throne. §dined innfluence and gradually replaced hdvangsas ruler
of the empire. When Gaozong died in 683 she first put Li Xian(EmperorZhongzong ) on the throne,

Luoyang
[Tu- *
yu-
hun]

.
Chang'an

[Tufan]

Early Tang
Dynasty

soon replacingim with Li Dan (EmperorRuizong ). After a failed coup of princes against $ter

declared herself empress of the new Zhou Dynasty690and moved the capital from Chang to Luo

yang . That dynasty ended with BmZhongosgwasVeirstmteddbatehish i n
wife, Empress Wei , tried to rule in the same fashion as Empress&ut er Zhongzongds deat!
stalled young Li Chongmao on the throne. A rebellided byLi Longji brought Ruizong back to

power, andvhen Ruizong alicated in favour of Li LofigEmperor Xuanzong ), stable rule was finally re
stored in the Tang Dynasty.
The rule of Emperor Xuanzong was the longest Béngemperor. Xuanzonmovedthe capital back to

C h a n,gvidich hecame the pddial, economia@nd cul t ur al center of the empire
the world at this time with two million inhabitants, and its geometric outline with an area of almost 70 km2was used
as a model for the Japanese cities Naraand Kyoto as well as later for Peking . Duringthe early part

of his reignTaizong initiated reforms in the areas of financial and economic policy as well as mifitstratiah
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with the help of able ministers like Yao Chong and Song Jing . Between 736hd 752 Li Linfu ,
who held the office othancelloi(zaixiang ), assumed almost dictatorial powers as 2umgmeglected the
natior& administration, preferring the afsoismand mysticism. Another person with significdhtence on the
emperowas Yang Ywan (better knowrasYang Guei Ywho had become Xuanzong
in 745. She managed to have important goesitrposts given to her relatives like her brother Yargh@gp
(who succeeded Li lfinas chancellor after@_tkath in 752)but the decline that began in the late years of
Xuarr ongds r ul e wa s asthe tesulsob themisastnoustrebellionfoh AnlLiishan  between

755 and 763, also calthkddo An RS h e | |An Shirzld luah ).
An Lushan waa man of mixed Sogdian and Turkish descent and served asgovéargr jledushi )
in Fanyang  /Youzhou (southwest of preseday Beijing ). The military governors were powerful

men since they had not only military but also fiscal authorityarrttea under their responsi |
with a victory over the Khitan  in the northeast in 744. In a bid to usurp the imperial throne An Lushan and an
army of 200,000 men marched south in 755 and quickjyecedfirst Luoyang andhen C h aang\While
Emperor Xuamong retreated to Chengdu in Sichuaf his troops killed Yang Gubong and forced Yang
Guifei to commit suicidieand gave up the throne in favour of his son (Emperor Suzorg An Lwshan de
clared himself emperor of the new Pgnasty in 756. Suzong turned to the Uighurs (Huihe/Huigu ),
Tibetans (Tufan ), and other tribes in the Tarigasin for helpAfter the Uighurs sent troops aid the Tang
governmentAn Lushan was defeated in 7Ai himself was murdered by his son Amg&Qu . Although the
Uighurs took control of Luoyang, timsurgencyvas not yetinished. General Shi Siming who had taken
command after Ands death recaptur ed shandgirmymgrdeedlty i n 7 €
his sorShi Chagi . Troops loyal to the Tang government finally quelled the rebellion in 763.

The An LushaiRebellion was the turning pointthe Tang Dynasty. The civil war had claimed tens of millions
of lives, destroyed the econpanyd devastated large areascespa | | y i n the Yell ow River
and Luoyang. Furtharo r e , the rebellion had signific¢cwhcthhady er ode
proven itselunable to efctivelycontrol the military governors. No taxes came in logmparts of the empire as
the military governors retained most of the revenues and spent it on theirSepaniadst tendencies among
military governoraas a problem fdhe central government until the end of the Tang DyDesyite the terrible
expeiences with An Lushan and other military governors who turned against the court, the system of military
governors was maintained because it still provided effective protection against foreign invasions, notably at the
northern borderAlthough the Tang Dhasty was saved by Uighur troops, the Uighurs andvilerfaustrengthened
at the expense of the Tandpicheventuallyost its western territoriéend thus control over the trade roputeghe
Uighurs and Tian.

After the end of the An Lushan rebellithee situation remained grim. The Tang Dynasty would never regain
the glory it had under Taizong or Xuanzong. The economy was in ruins, and the loss of the western territories
resulted in less trade and lower revenu#t®e inner court the power of teanuchsiuanguan ) increased and
they engaged mpowerstruggle with the literatveakening the central governmguatther rebellions by military
governors which the government was unaldagpressveakened the empire even more. But the common people
remained theeal victims of the heavy tax burden, weakened economy, and disloyal troops. The first big popular
uprising in 860 was led by Qiu Fu , followed by a mutiny of the army under Pang Xun, and finally the
great uprising from 874 on led by Wang Xianzhi andHuang Chao . The rebels and their massive
peasant army quickly brought the ¥angegion and eastern China under their control. In 880 they took Luoyang
and Chan@n, and Huang Chao declared himself emperor of the Great Qi Dynastyhile Emperor Xizong

and the Tang court retreated toh8an. Once again, the Tang had to rely on foreign help to suppress the
rebelliori this time they turned to the Turkish Shatuo, a tribe of the Western Tujue . Led by Li Keyong

, the Shatub first attack agains$tet rebels was repelled in 881, but in 883 they were victorious. Huang Chao

fled and was killed by the Shatuo the following year. Although the Tang emperor returne&moiltCB86gand
the dynasty was nominally restored, it exercised no real power.

In 80 open war broke out between Li Keyong and Zhu Wen (akaZhu Quarzhong ), a strong
military cormander in the east who had initially been a follower of Huang Chao betredtetang to Tang
forces, helped them recapture Clamtn 904 Zhu broughEmperor Zhaaong (who had sided with Li Ke
yong) under his contrahdkilled him installing/oung Li Zhu (Emperor Aidi ) on the throne. In 907 he
forced Aidi to abdicate and declared himself emperor of the LateDliaasty , the first of theFive
Dynasties
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The Tang empire disintegrated quickiye first decadef the tenth century. Already in 902 the Yanglan
had established the kingdomwifi  (Huainan ) in Yangzhou (Jiangu Province), and in 907, besides
the Later Liang in Henaother kingdoms were founded independent of Tang doitiol  in Fujian,Former
Shu in SichuanWuyue in ZhejiangSouthern Han (Yue ) in Guangdong, andanping
(Jingnan ) in Hubei. The period of division after the end of the Tang Dynasty last&f @ when China was
unified again under the Northern Song Dynasty.

Foreign policyfi the Tang, the Turks, and the Tibetans
Major foreign policy issues during the Tang Dynasty included securing the vital trade routes and fending off the
threat posed bgeighbouring ethnic groups. The first half of the Tang Dynasty was marked by dynamic territorial

expansion which was brought to a halt when Tang troops under Gawedédhnzhi were defeated by
Arabs in thdoattle of Talas (in presentlay Kazak$tan) in 751

In 583, the Turkish empire of the Tujue in the north was defeated by the Sui Dynasty and split into
Western Tujue (centered around presa@ay Xinjiang and Kazakhstan) and Eastern Tujue

(centered in preseday Inner Mongolia). The Tahgd come to power with the aid of the Eastern Tujue, but the
latter were not a reliable ally and turned against the Tang less than a decade after the dynasty was established. In
response to Turkish invasions, Tang Emperor Taizong dispatched G epiegl with an army in 629, and
the Eastern Tjue were defeated in 630. In an effort to neutralize future threats by assimilation teetf{leshghe
Eastern Tujue in the Yellow River area and admitted their leaders into the Chinese army. The sookled their
lived at the imperial court. As for the Western Tujue, the Tang conducted two campaigns in 639/640 and 647/648
against them, cqnered the city state of Gaochang in the east of preseday Turfan in 639 and eventually
brought the whole Turkesthasin under their controlh& last military units of tigestern Tujue were destroyed
in 657 .Around 680 the Tujue reunified and formed a kingdom in posge@ansu callede Later TurksKlou Tu
jue ), but they did not militarily challenge the Temd.74 theLater Turksweredestroyed by the Uighurs
(Huihe /Huigu , part of the Turkish Tolos tribe). The Uighurshad played a key role the
suppression of the An LushBabellion at whichtimethe Tang lost its western territories to the Uigdmnlsthe
Tufan . TheUighur empireollapsedh 840.
In 635 theTuyuhun in the Qindpai/Tibet regionweredefeated by General Li Jing andtheir
territoryincorporated intthe TangEmpire Meanwhilea new political unit had formed in Titgangten Gampo
fi also calledSongzain Gambo
(6046501 unified the Tibetan tribes in thi| B (2)
Kingdom of Tdan. Tufa® relations with the
Tang were mostly friendly, and in the course
Tangs nuptial diplomacy towards Tufe [Eastern [Khitan]
Songtsen Gampo was given the Tangess i
Wercheng as a wife. As a result o
the economic and cultural bonds forg [To g
between the Tang and Tufan, Buddhism \ huny 201
brought to Tibet. In 663 th@aidamBasin [Tufan]
(Qinchai Province) became part of
Tufan.There were periods in which the relatic
between the Tufan and the Tantgderated. In
763 (when the Tang was in the throes of the | Late Tang
Lushan Rebellion) the Tufan captured Gan¢ | Dynasty
and the supunding area, and the Tang lc
access to central Asia in 78lations betweehe Tang and Tianimprovedagainn 821.The Tufan kingdom fell
in 842, and parts of igestern territoriesere subsequentiscomuered by the Tang
In the northeasthe Khitan living in presedly Manchuria never posed a real threat to the Tang. While the
unsuccesful campaigns against Korea had greatly contributed to the fall of the Sui Dynasty, the Tang allied them
selves with the Korean state of Silla, and together they defeated the other two Korean states Paekcaed
Koguryo in 660 and 668, respectividgrea continued tdoe an important bridge for cultural transfer
between China and Japan.

Luoyang
.

Chang'an
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Nanzhao (649902) was a kingdom of the Borean tribe centered around Erhai Lake in
presenday Yunnan Provinc€he kingdonoften switched between an alliandth the Tangandone with the Tu
fanbut was never cguered by Tangoops.Nanzhao united with six other small kingdoms in 737 with the support
of the Tang, rebelled against the Tang in 750, and defeated a Tang army at Xiagu@Bl. After another
victory against the Tang in 754 Nanzhgamed into Burma, the rest of Yunnan, and parts of Laos, Thailand, and
even Sichuan. Nanzhao captured Chengdu in 829, but Nanzhao forces were expelled from Sichuan in 873, and the
kingdom was finally otArown in902, though not by the Tang.

Economy of the Tang Dynasty

The first half of the Tang Dynasty was by and large a time of political stability and economic prosperity. Many
sectors of the economy like agriculture, handicrafts, manufacturing and tratledflolins Grand Canal,
constructed during the Sui Dynasty, greatly facilitated the flow of merchandise, and there was a lively exchange of
goods and knowledge along the Silk Road. For instance, the Chinese knowledge of paper manufacturing spread as
far as Erope via the Arab world. Chényg Luoyang, Yangzhou, and Guangzhou were important centers for

commerce and trade.

In the 7" century technical improvements like the plough and irrigation techniques greatly boosted agricultural
output. To the same enthe Tangut in placea land laW a modification of the Tuoba land lguntiafa

)i aimed at equalizing land ownership. ¢l@wy manyrovisions of the lawverenot implemented because
concessions to rich andlirential members of the gentry were unavoidable. yEhamsof land equzdtion
eventuallyailedand wasfficially abolished around 780.

The late 8 century saw the first steps in the development of paper money. The use of copfmecpars (

) as currency impeded lasgale trade because in larger quantities it evasawy andifficult to transport. As
the use of money became more commane rooin metal was needsadl¢oinswere theroften minted from iron
Slver coins were commas wellAreas with an adverse trade balance could lose all their copper, hibit@mroh
of copper export would end external trade, so merchants prdppositcertificates which soon entered into
circulation, first in Sichuan. The use of deposit certificates instead of coins allowed for a much larger trade volume,
and by the end dhe Tang Dynasty the government had started to issue deposit certificates of its own.

The state became a major player in manufacturing and set up numerous facilities to produce textiles, metals,
ceramics, paper, and others. Mining was another industnjclinremarkable progress was made at this time.
Economic and commercial opportunities also attracted many foreign immigrants. Unfortunately, these positive
developments came to an end when the An Lushan Rebellion turned large parts of China iretiol i
Tang Dynasty lost control over its western territories and thus the international trade routes.

Government and administration
The Tangempire was divided into 10 provinateo( ), 260 prefectureghou ), and more than 1000 counties
(xian ), the administration ofvhichwas strongly centralized. The most important institutions were three depart
ments g¢heng ) and six ministrieby )i the Degartment of State Affairsharghusheng ), the Secretariat
(zhogshusheng ), and the Chancelleryefxiasheng ). The six ministries under the Department of State
Affairs were the Ministry of Persontibl( ), the Ministry of Revenuaupu ), the Ministry of Ritedilfu

), the Ministry of Wabingbu ), the Ministry of Justiceifjgbu ), and tle Ministry of Worksgypriou ).
This institutioal structure was kept intact even in succeeding dynasties. The examination systermfentgovern
officials from the Han Dynasty was reactivated, and as a result the aristocracy gradually lost pawer to the p
fessional govemment bureaeracy recruited through those examinatialtsoughthe examination system was
modified in the following centurieg;eéimainedn place largely unchanged almost until the end of Imperial China in
the 20 century. The exashaped Chinese officials by forcing those who aspired to pass it to receive an education in
the Classics and be indoctrinated in the Confucian tradition. Sevprap&gation academies were set up, most
notablythed Sc hool f or t he aP thengwen diaat i, establisbdth 621)ithe@@ Sc h o o | of th
Cogregati on jxin ytah e  Wstableshiedh 725) theo Hanl i n  Aallamduwamy 6, (
establishedh 73§. The law cod&angli shuyi , laid down in 624, was anphessie work with a high
standard of juridical rationality.

At the beginning of the Tang the backbone of the armed forces were fubliitigs () corsisting of

conscript troops recruited from among the farming population, but after territorial expansissiamabarmy
was needed, especially for the protection of border regions. Ten military ggeersiis () were assigned to
oversee those border troops. The military governors were able to accumulate great power becausedkedy com
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areas the sizd whole provinces, and they were also in charge oilvilrendfinancial administration in their area
of responsibility. Although the system allowed for effective control over border areas, it also nurtured powerful
military rulers who could challenige tentral government.

Buddhism and otherreligions

Throughout the Tang DynasBuddhisnremained the dominant religion, but in the later Tang, attempts by rulers
to limit the influence of Buddhism throumgdministrativemeasures, combined with growgniticism by Confucian
scholars like Han Yu , made it clear that Buddhism would no longer play such a crucial role in China.

Buddhism was at its height during the early Tang. An important event in the history of Chinese Buddhism was
the pilgrimage of Xuafang to India between 639 and 645. He and other pilgrims like Yi Jingeturned
with many Buddhist texts and translated them into Chinese. Monasteries in China were important centers of learning
and cultural activity. Several schools of Buddhism mledeline most important being Chan Buddhism
(better known under the Japanese rna®ad), the Pure Land Sdfhgtu zong ) or LotusSet (lianzong ),
and the Secret Sect/Tantrigmizong ). Among the most influential supporters of Buddhism was EsrijMe,

a former Buddhist nun.

During the Tang Dynasty, Buddhist temples and monasteries became an important economic force. Temples
were exempt from taxation and accumulated land, and monasteries colleciadnlirgsof metal to use in
casting bronz8uddhas, thus giving thesignificantinfluence over the money market. Certain measures of the
Tang government during thé @entury against foreign religions in China also affected Butdidsm foreign
merchants belonging to religions like Manichagémiznijiao ), Zoroastrianisr{kianjiao ), Nestorianism
(ingjiao ) and Islam were under the political protection of the Uighur embassy, and when the influence of
Uighurs decreased from 832 onward, the Tang decided to profit from that opportunigeliygde ban on foreign
religions. The real objective was to dbzéundsthe foreigners had accumulatedthe process, thousands of
Buddhist temples, shrines and monasteges secularized, and all statues were retpuibedmelted down and
delivered to the government, even those in prm@dsession

The An Lushan Rebellion alsda deleterious effect on Buddhism in China. Buildings were destroyed, monks
were dispersed, and teaching traditions were interrupted. In 842 an intense persBadtbisiof began during
the reign of Emperor Wuzong , instigated by Li Deyu . Land belonging to monasteries was confiscated,
more than 4000 monasteries were demolished, and a quarter of a million monks and nuns werertdefrocked.
antiBuddhist regulatis were not applied to Taoism since Wuzong was influenced by Taoists likezigao Gui

The persecution endieMez ovi g hs Wuwzomge D svasra Biddhistraridn 8 4 6
changed the religious policy.

The Tang Dynasty was a period odag religious diversity. Foreign merchants who settled down in Chinese
cities brought their religions with them and, in general, enjoyed religious freedom. Arabian Muslims and Jews came
to China, the Jews mostly as fabric dealers. Nestorian Christie@ityraChina during the reign of Tang Emperor
Taizong in 635. In 781 the famous Nestorian Sitedgigopai ) was erected in Chdg to mark the opening
of a Nestorian church, featuring texts in Chinese and old Syriac. Manichaeanism was popular amosg the Uighur
and the Uighur king adopted Manichaeism in 762. Another religion introduced into China steardismugso
called Mazdaism or Parsidrhe confiscation of property of followers of Manishaé Tang China dealt a heavy
blow to the religion, from which it never recovered. Although Islam was much more successful in China than
Nestorianism, Marfiaeism, and Zoastrianism in the long run, Buddhism and Taoism remained the major faiths at
that time.

Culture: Literature and arts
The Tang Dynasty is commonly associated with its impressive cultural developments, most netapl in p
comprehense/collection of Tang poentaién Tang shi ) compiled in the ¥8century includes 50,000 poems
by 2200 poets, the most famous of whom are Li Bai(also called Li Taibo ), Du Fu , andBai Juyi
. Other important poets welbai Mu , Li Shangyin , He Zhizhang , and Yuan Zhen

The poems, songand also randompieces are a treasure trove of information sheviagdaily life was like in the
Tang Dynasty. Thene of the Tan@lso witnessed what can be regarded &edirnings of opédiiapoems with
free versification (lines having no fixed end) sung as a continuous series to accompany theater. Writers like Han Yu

and Liu Zongyuan created magnificent prose works. While Han Yu revived the cipssastyle
( ), other prose styles were inflked by Buddhist trdasions.In 601 Lu Fayan compiled the
dictionaryQieyun which comprised son®6,000 charactergamged according to phonetic aspects, so it could
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be used much later by linguistsinderstandhe phonetics of Chinedaringthe Tang Dynastt this time,Liu
Zhiji critically surveyed all aspects of historical scholar8tfiang . The Diamond Sutrair@@angjing
), the worl@ oldest surviving printed wodiscovered in 1907 Dunhuang , wagproducedn 868

As forfine arts, the most famous painter of the Tang Dynasty was Wu Daozi Landgcape painter Wang
Wei was also a poet, and another noteworthy painteXiwdse . Sculpture was still very much in
fluenced by Buddhism as evident in cave temples likenyunga Dunhuangand Longmen . The ceramics
art of the Tang was highly developed, athdugh rcelainwasnot yet of the white variety, technically and
artisticallyt was already afvery high quality.

Emperors of the Tang Dynasty

Title Personal nane Reign Born/died
Gaozu Li Yuan 618626 566635
Taizong Li Shimin 627649 599649
Gaozong Li Zhi 650683 628683
Zhongzong Li Zhe 684 656710
Ruizong Li Dan 684 662716
Wuhou ,whoproclainedthe |Wu Zetian or Wu Zhao 684690/704 625705
ZhouDynasty in 690

Zhongzong Li Zhe 705710 656710
The Minor Emperor Li Chongmao 710711 6957
Ruizong Li Dan 71712 662716
Xuanzong Li Longji 712755 685762
Suzong Li Heng 756762 711762
Daizong Li Yu 763779 727779
Dezong Li Shi 780804 742805
Shunzong Li Song 805 761806
Xianzong Li Chun 806820 778820
Muzong Li Heng 821825 795824
Jingzong Li Zhan 825826 809827
Wenzong Li Ang 827840 809840
Wuzong Li Yan 841846 814846
Xuanzong Li Chen 847859 810859
Yizong Li Wen 860873 833873
Xizong Li Yan 874889 862888
Zhaozong Li Jie 889904 867904
Aidi Li Zhu 905 892908

Note: The Tang emperors were the first to systematically use theidymast i t | fer théirzancastpis.

Rulers of Nanzhao

Name Reign |B./d. Name Reign |B./d.
Meng Xinuluo 649674 (617674 Meng Xungequan 808809 |778809
Meng Luosheng 674712 (634715 Meng Quanlongcheng 809816 |798816
Meng Yange 712 2712 Meng Quanlicheng 816823 [802823
Meng Shengluopi 712728 (673728 Meng Quanfengyou 823859 |?2859
Meng Piluoge 728748 |?748 Meng Shilong 859877 [844877
Meng Geluofeng 748779 (712779 Meng Longshun 877897 |?897
MengYimouxun 779808 |754808 Meng Shunhuazhen 897902 |877902

Major events in contemporary world history
633640 Muslim conquest of Syria, Palestine, and Iraq (642 Egypt, 664 Kabul)
710794 LaterNara Period in Japan
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1 The Muslimsnvade théberian Peninsul&6rdoba conquered in 718)
795 First recorded Viking raids on Ireland and Scotland

814 Death of Charlemagne

889 Angkor, capital of ancient Cambodia, founded

I Time of division between Tang and Song9902

Overview

The periodof divisbn between the end of the Tang Dynastyand the beginning of the Northern Song Dynasty
is commonly referred to e Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdomvsdai shiguo ). The Five Dynasties

(wudai , 907960)were extant ithe Yellow River areahile the Ten Kingdomshiguo , 902979)ruled

mostlyareasn southern China.

List of the Five Dynasties (90060)
" LaterLiang [ruling clanZhu  ]: 907923 (duration 16 years), capital Kaifeng (Henan Province)

LaterTang [ruling clanLi , ethnic Turkish Shatuo ]: 923936 (duration 1gears), capitaubyang
(Henan Province)

Laterdn [ruling clanShi , ethnic Shatgp936947 (duration 11 years), capitafdfa

LaterHan [ruling clanLtiu , ethnic ShatJo947950 (duration 3 years), capitafétay

LaterZhou [rulingclansGuo /Chai ]: 951960 (duration 9 years), capitaféta

List of the Ten Kingdoms (902979)

No. |Kingdom (other name) [ruling clan] |Dates duration (years) |Capital (province)

1 |[Wu (Huainan )[Yang ] 902937(35) Yangzhou (Jiangsu) 8
2 |Min [Wang ] 907946(39) Changle (Fujian) 8
3 |Chu [Ma ] 927956(29) Changsha (Hunan) 8
4  |Former Shu [Wang ] 907925(18) Chengdu (Sichuan) LT
5 |Later Shu [Meng ] 934965(31) Chengdu (Sichuan) NS
6 |Wuyue [Qian ] 907978(71) Hangzhou (Zhejiang) NS
7 |Southern Han (Yue )J[Liu ] [907971(64) Guangzhou (Guanglong) NS
8 |Southern Tang [Li ] 937%975(38) Jinling (Jiangsu) NS
9 |Nanping (Jingnan  )[Gao ] |90%963(56) Jingzhou (Hubei) NS
10 |Northern Han [Liu ] 951979(28) Taiywan (Shanxi) NS

The last column in this table shows by which other state the state in the respective line was followed after its collapse:
LT = LaterTang (923936, one of the Five Dynasties ), NS = Northern Song (9601126). There is a

significant ontrast between the Northern Han and the other states of the Ten Kingdoms because the Northern
Han was located in northern China and ruled by a clan of the Turkish Shatuo

Historical outline
The first of the Five Dynasties, the Later Liang, was found&by a former Tang military goverrjadushi

) named Zhu Wen , akaZhu Quanzhong . Before surrendering to the Tang, Zhu had been a follower
of rebel and peasant leaHeiang Chao . Since the establishment of the Later Liang was the result ofaa popu
uprising and many of ZBusubordinates were of peasant origin, the new state failed to gain support of the Chinese
gentry. Zh& main opponent was Li Keyong , general of the Turkish Shatuo . Not only had Zhu been
unable to defeat Li, but to thergry Li seemed to be a more acceptable leader than Zhu and his peasant followers.
After Li Keyon@ death in 908, the Shatuo first fought off an attack of the Khitarin the north and then
marched against the Later Liang. The end of the dynasty cangemédrats of the Later Liang defected to the
enemy, and Li Keyo@igsonLi Cunxu founded the Later Tang . The change to the following Later Jin

was a smooth transition because the successor of the last Later Tang emperor was not his son but his
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sonin-law,Shi Jingtang , also a Shatuo.

The Shi clan was overthrown by GenkialZhiyuan after it ceded territory to the Khitan and lost
more in a war against them, as a number of leading Shatuo desired to protect their privileges. Liu thea founded the
Later Han Dynasty . Meanwhile, the resistance of Han Chinese to Shatuo rule increased, and L& Zhiyuan
successor was assassinated. His place was taken by Chineseuseweial who founded the Later Zhou
Dynasty . Although the Shatuo managed tiy sn power in the dithern Han in presentlay Shanxi,
their power was greatly diminished.

As aresultof continuous fighting in the north the economy there was in chaos. The formerly magnificent city
of Chan@n was ruined andmiypulated by fightingnd it was eliminated as a center of power for a century. These
conditions stood in stark contrast to the prosperity of the Ten Kingdoms in the south. The independent states in
southern China enjoyed relative peace and thrived mostly through traddly éepsalt and tea. In terms of
economy, Sichuan was better off than any other part of China at that time. The division into several independent
kingdoms stimulated the development of many cities in the south which gained importance as politieagicenters
Chenglu , Jinling (todayd Nanjing ), Fuzhou , Hangzhou |, Guangzhou , Jingzhou

, andChangsha

Besides the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms, there were two other states at the periphdiytled China
Khitan state of Liao (9071125) in tha@orth and Dali (93%1253) in the south.

Liao: Around the beginning of the tenth century, the Khitan lived in the area of the Liao Riwer
presentday Manchuria. After the collapse of the Tang Dynasty, they startpdni @&xd resumed raids into
northern China. In 907, YeRpaoki declared hiself emperor of the Khitan, and he transferred the
capital which originally had been irhueng /Huangdu (todays Bairinzuo , Chifeng City

, Inner Mongolia) torarjing (near today Bejing) By 925, the Khitan ruled eastern Mongolia, most of

Manchuria, and much of northern Chim926, thg conqueed Balhae in Korea, a kingdom that had
integrated remnants tfe Kinglom of Koguryo (37 B@i 668 AD).In 937, the Khitan started using the
name Liao, to indicate a claim on the Chinese throne. The Liao posed a continuous threat to the Five Dynasties,
especially to the Later Jin, which suffered a heavy defeat at the hands of the Khitan. The Liao Dynasty ended when
the Khitan were defeated I tJurcheratars in 1125. The name of the Khitan is the origirdifataio, the
word for China irslavidanguages.

DALI: Not long after the fall of the Nanao kingdom in the Yunnan region in 902|i Bas established
in 937 by Duan Siping and ruled by a soession of 22 kingss tapital wa¥angjumie (today
Dali , Yunnan Province). The kingddested well into the Southern Song Dynasty and wanly finally
destroyed by the Mongols irbR2

The Five Dynasties markeck tbnd of the Tang Dynadtg/stem of military governors. The \pncial ae
ministration was transferred to the central government at this time. At the end of this period, the Later Zhou took
measures to control the power of the army. Among other changes, a paladargjianglit ) was created,
and GeneraZhao Kuangyin was apointed as its heath 960, Zhao usurped power in a coup and made
himself emperor of a new dynasty he called Sofigsually referred to as Northern Song by historians). In
his campaign to reunify @hj he did not challenge the Liao in the north but turned south instead. The Northern
Song first defeated Naing in 963, then in succession, overcame the Later Shi{965), Southern Han

(971), Southern Tang  (975) and Wywe (978), and after theictory over the Shatuo state of
Northern Han in 979 China wasfigd again. The Later Zhou is regarded by some historians as a transitional stage
on the way to the Song Dynasty.

After a closer look at the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms it could bestaskbd Northern Han is not
added to the Five Dynasties, because from a geographical point of view a categorization of Six Dynasties and Nine
Kingdoms would seem more appropriate. The reason for this categorization is that the Five Dynasties have been
recarded as legitimate successors of the Tang Dynasty and rulers of China by Chinese historians while the Ten King
doms (ircluding the Northern Han) have not.

Emperors of the Later Liang (also called Posterior Liang)

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Taizu Zhu Wen 907912 852912

i Zhu Yougui 912913 2913

The Last Emperor Zhu Youzhen 913923 888923
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Emperors of theLater Tang (also called Posteriofang) [Shatuo]

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Zhuangzong Li Cunxu 923926 885926
Mingzong Li Siyuan 926933 867933
Mindi Li Conghou 933934 914934
Last Emperor Li Congke 934936 885936

Emperors of theLater Jin (also called Posterior Jin) [Shatuo]

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Gaozu Shi Jingtang 936942 892942
Chudi Shi Chonggui 942-946 914947
Emperors of theLater Han (also called Posterior Han) [Shatuo]

Title Personal hame Reign Born/died
Gaozu Liu Zhiyuan 947948 895948
Yindi Liu Chengyou 948950 931950

Emperors of theLater Zhou (also called Posterior Zhou)

Title Personal name Reign Born/died
Taizu Guo Wei 951954 904954
Shizong Guo Rong / Chai Rong 955959 921959
Gongdi Chai Zongxun 959960 953973
Major events in contemporary world history
910 Establiiment ofa Benedictinmonasteryn Cluny, France
911 Vikings found duchy of Normandy
941 Kievan Rus defeated at Constantinople

I The Song Dynas({9661279)
Overview

The Song Dynasty (9601279, duration: 319 years) is divided in twofipBidsthern Songbei Song
9601126) and Southern Songr{ Song , 11271279)At the end of the Northern Song, the dynasty was pushed
soutlward by the advancing Jurchen tatars and in its Southern Song incarnation after 1127 was in control only
of the southern padf China.

NORTHERN SONG (9631126)

Duration, ruling clan, capital
Northern Song i duration: 166 years (96D26)rulingclan: Zhao , capital: Bianjing (todayds Kai f e
, Henan Province)

Historical outline

When Zhao Kuangyin came to power arfdunded the Song Dynasty in 960, there were several other states
in the territory now ruled by the PRR@ the north were the Liao Dynasty (9071125) ruled by th¢€hitan

and theNorthern Han (951979 ruled by the Turkish Shatuo , while in the southhé Nanping

(907963, Later Shu (934969, Southern Han (907971, Southern Tang (937979, andWuyue
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(907978. Restoring unity was the most important objective of the Song Dynasty, artte Stetes in the
south were economicallwadcedbut militarily weak, Zhao first aurered the states in the south one by oost M
of them fell quickly without heavy fightimecause the locaérgry and merchants realizbd advantages of
widened, welbrdered economic field and were in favouaruiexationespecially as tisongproved to bamild
with defeated rulerd/ith the end of Wuyue in 978, the conquest of southern China was complete, and Song then
defeated the Northern Han in 979. After this, Song foreign policy was mostly defertsnee andts territory
never reached the size of the Han or Tang DynaRtiesSong were under constant pressure at their northern
border, first by the Liao, and later also by the Western X&a/Xi (10321227) ruled by the Tanguts and
the Jin Dynagt  (11151234) ruled by the Jurchen tatars .

One major reason for the collapse of the Tang Dynasty was that the military gpehsiors () had

amassed too much power and could not be effectively controlled by the central government. AsiEmperar Ta
Zhao Kuangyin reduced military goveréiposver by giving them command over only one prefecture each, and
vacant posts were often filled with civilian officials. At the same time the best troops were no longer deployed to the
border regions but staned close to the capital
or used as palace guards. Military and financial
administration was placed under the authority of
the central government, thealacesecretariat
(shumiyuan ) being in charge of military
affairs Reducing the power of the rlfy and
strengthening the central government were the
most important administrative change occurring
during the Song Dynasty.

While in the past, access to official posts
could be gained by cammendation, in the
Song Dynasty the civil service examiration
became the main tool forcreitment. The
examinations were held regularly at three
levelé the first level in the prefectursadcess
ful participants earned the degree shengyuan

orxiucai ), the second level in the imperial capital (d¢gree: ), the third level in the imperial palace

(degreejinshi ). Although the examinations were open to students of almdstchkgyoundusually at least a
modest level of wealth wascessary for a family so that it could afford to give a son the required education. The
social class of schetHficials became a distinguishing feature of Chinese society.

In its first century, the Song Dynasty enjoyed economic prosperityité@rproductivity iereased thanks to
rice cultivation and technological advances like the use of waterpower for the threshing and milling of grain, so there
was a surplus of labour that could be used in mining (copper, gold, silver, iron, tin, leé&d)ldkedsdkenanu
facturingand ceramics production. When landowners like in the past started to accumulate large estates of land, the
financial situation of the government deteriorated because the big landowners often found ways to evade paying
taxes. As result, more taxes had to be paid by independent small farmers, many of whom could hardly live on their
fieldd yield, so some gave up their independence and became tenants of big landowners, which caused further loss
of tax revenue for the state.

Finarcial difficulties, peasant uprisings caused by famine and increased pressure from the Khitans in the north

caused increasingly serious problems during the reigns of ERperong andYingzong , and when
Emperor Shenzong  ascended to the throne tare to the conclusion that reforms were unavoidable. At that
time Wang Anshi was a scholar and official who had previously made reform proposals to the imperial court,

and in 1069 the young Sheng gave Wang the authority to implement a reform palicly included financial,
military, and educational reforms. In particulagre policg (xinfa ) of Wang and his supporters idioed

loans and credits for small peasants and aimed to establish a fairer taxation system. Officials weralpgaashigher s
to make them financiallydiependent and people who were not big landowners could be recruited to become
officials. Of Wang Andghipolicies, thbaojia system for organiziriuseholdsemained in place the longest.
Wang policy improved thenfincial situation of the goverant but met opposition from big lamchers and
merchants because théorms hurt their interests. Wénmfluential opponents were led by Sima Guang

and in 1076 the emperor finally gave in to their pressureieweldr§Vang Anshi (who himself had asked to be
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